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Introduction

In order to Fu“y grasp the dePth of undcrstanding regarding the
Plans of Jesus Christ and His love for you individua“g as a believer, it
IS imperative that you come to a deel:)er awareness of the mind of God
concerning His church. To understand the mind of God in relation to
the church, you must recognize that Jesus views the church as His
bride. In other words, the institution of marrage represents the most
dcscriptivc examplc of the type of relationship God wants with us.
The concept of the church as bcing the bride of Christ is well
established in ScriPture. In the Old Testament, the identitg of the
church is hidden. However, the New Testament reveals the hidden,
unique entity called the church as God’s bride. This church - the
bride of Christ - is not one speciﬂc local church or denomination, but
the entire bodg of true believers since Pentecost. All who have
received salvation by obedience to the gospcl Plan are co“cctivclg His
bride. This idiom of marriage 1s clcarlg exl:)rcssecl in a number of New

Testament Passages. ..

“For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be

joincd unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.
Thisis a great mystery: but spcak concerning Christ and the
church.” -F:Phesians 5:31-32

The Greek word for mgsterg (mustérion — Strong’s #GH466) conveys
a different meaning than the same word does in English. In Grcck, it

expresses somcthing that was Formcrlg hidden but Nnow revealed.



The Apostle Paul considered it his unique Privilege to reveal the, unti]
then, hidden mystery of the church as God’s bride. Furthermore,
through this passage, and others, it becomes clear to us that the
human marrage institution, which God established back in Genesis, is
actua“g amodel ora prototype of what Christ and the church will
uitimately be. Paul also describes the church as the pure, virgin bride
of Christ in his second letter to the Corinthians.

«  forthave espoused you to one husband, that | may Present you
as a chaste virgin to Christ.” -2 Corinthians 11:2b

As we go on through this studg, we will encounter many Biblical
passages that carryon this same tneme, ranging from Old Testament
references to Prol:)netic references describing future events.
Examining the panorama of this subject will allow us to recognize the
Pian of God from the beginning, as well as His Plan for future
fulfillment, both concerning His desire for a bride.

Additiona”g, we will also engage in a Fascinating examination of the
ancient Hebrew Wedding customs, and how theg uniqueig Proiiie all
aspects of the Pian of redemption. Itis astonisning to discover the
degree of Precision in which God instituted these ancient Hebrew
Wedding customs in order to Prophetica“g foreshadow His Plans for
His future bride. These customs also serve as a Pattern that helps
support our understanding of certain Biblical truths regarding future

events.



God’s Plan From The Beginning

You must recognize that the cross was never “Plan B” in the mind of
God.

“And all that dwell upon the earth shall worshil:) him, whose names are
not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation
of the world.” ~Revelation 15:8

This verse makes clear to us that it was alwags His Plan to sacrifice
His life in order to set apart for Himself a bride. Through the
sacriﬁcing of His own life, Jesus established a Plan of redemption,
which we will refer to as the gospel Plan of salvation. We understand
from ScriPture that the above verse does not mean that Jesus was
litera”g slain before He created the world, but rather that it was
alwags within His Plan to do so. In other words, the role of the Son
was in view all the way back at creation. And since God exists outside
of the dimension of time, not being bound 139 its linear constraints, it
is not inaccurate for Him to say it was done “before.” You must

recognize that your God is a God of Plans.

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.” ~John 1:1

The Greek word for “word” here is logos. It refers to the thoughts,
the Plans, and the exPression of God.



You need to recognize that God had a Plan from the beginning. As we
discuss various aspects of the marriage of Jesus Christ and the
church, we will review this remarkable Plan of salvation and how it
correlates to the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus according to
the mind of God. The ultimate takeawag from our review of the gospel
salvation Plan should be an aPPrecia’cion of how this Plan was

dcsignecl to enable you to become the bride of Christ.



God’s Desire From The Beginning

Itis im]:)erative to gain insight into God’s desire from the beginning in
order to understand His Plans and His motives for the creation of
man. There are several Places where Scripturc states that God “is”
something. One of the things ScriPture says God is, is love (1 John
4:8,16). However, love needs a be-loved. It is God’s desire that His
image creation, humanitg, becomes that beloved. One of the basic
PrinciPles of love however, is that it cannot be forced. It must be a
choice enacted by free will. For this reason, God endowed His
creation with the unique qualitg of free will. You can rcjcct God or you
can accept God with Pergect freedom of choice. If we did not have
free wi“, real love could not exist. Even with all of the sin, sorrow, and
evil present in this world, God is still seckinga beloved who will,
dcspite all of these cha”enges, choose to love Him. Amidst the
multitude of voices cursing His name, He is listening, hoping to hear

the voice of a lover, saying, “l want you.”

ScriPture hclps us to understand that the main purpose behind the
creation of man is to be that lover. However, since love requires the
freedom of choice, there will be many who will not choose to love God.
When you reject God, you are actua“g hurtinggourselﬁ..which also
hurts him. Those who do choose to love and follow Him comPrise
what we call the church. The entire purpose for the establishment of
the church is to be that lover, which Scril:)ture Pictures as a marriage.
The Bible refers to the church as a pure, virgin bride set apart unto
Christ (2 Cor. 11:2, et al). The entire purpose of the Plan of salvation
is for God to enable you to become a part of that bride.



As a member of this unique entity called the church, you must learn to
not view human endeavors such as earthlg marriage, children,
grandchildren, material gainor Pro{:essional career advancement as

your ultimate purpose, ultimatejog, or ultimate driving force in life.

“After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a vision,

saying, Fear not, Abram: 1 am thg shield, and thy exceedinggreat

reward.” ~Genesis 15:1

As the bride of Christ, your ultimate exceeding great reward is
intended to be God and God alone. There are many other elements in
life that will gain your love and attention, but the keg here is to rcgard

Him always as your ultimate reward and Prioritg.

The ultimate reason for your life is to know God. And notjust your

life while you are here on Earth, but the whole purpose for your

eternal existence is to know Him! That’s whg John 17:3 tells us that to

know Him is eternal life. .

“And this is life eternal, that theg might know thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”

-John17:3

With this foundation of the Plan and desire of God in mind, let’s now
move forward and bcgin to discuss this Plan of God in action. The
first concept you must recognize is that God strategica”g embedded
His Plan and desire into the very first couple, Adam and Eve. As we
£0 through the sPeciFics in this next section, the information we

discuss should not onlg give you a ProFound undcrstanding of God’s



love for you, but it should also instill in you an awe of the Prophetic
characteristics of the Bible. KeeP in mind that in the Hebrew mind,
Prophecg is not simplg Prediction and fulfillment. But magbc even
more remarkablg, Prophecg involves anticipatorg patterns and
tgpologg. Though the Bible demonstrates these characteristics in
some remarkable ways throughout its content, the remaining sections
of this studg are trulg some of the most astonisiiing authentications
of the vaiidity of the Bible as bcing an integrateci message system

originating from outside our time domain.



Adam And Eve — A Prototgpe Of Christ And The Church

To gain further understanding regarding the Plan of God, we must
recognize that from the beginning, He established certain institutions
at creation as Prototypes of what He wanted. In order to see the
marriage of Christ and the church Prophetica“g foreshadowed in
Genesis, we need to examine the concept of Adam as the “First
Adam,” and Jesus Christ as the “Last Adam.”

“And so itis written, the first man Adam was made a living soul; the

last Adam was made a qu;ckenmg splrlt

Howbeit that was not Flrst which is splrltual but that which is natural
and afterward that which is splrltual.

The first man is of the earth, carthg; the second man is the Lord from
heaven.” -1 Corinthians 15:45-47

The first Adam was natural, while the Last Adam (Christ) was
sPiritual. Furthermore, Paul, in Romans, tells us that Adam was a
Figure, or a model of one who was to come after him - namelg, Christ.

In other wor&s, he was a “tgpe” ora “Prototgpe” of Christ.

“Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them
that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam’s transgression, who

is the Figure of him that was to come.” -Romans 5:14

We rccognize the first Adam as a Prototgpc, or a model of the Last
Adam. So then in order to understand the purpose of the Last Adam,
we must examine the first Adam. In examining the first Adam, we can

also explorc the Para”els bctween thc two. Let’s examine several‘..

10



o The first Adam: The Bible says that the first Adam stood alone,

having been given dominion over all things on earth.

“And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be
alone; I will make him an help meet for him.”
~Genesis 2:18

The word “good” here (tob - Strong's #H2896) has different
translations, but the one that rea”g fits within the context here

s “Plcasing,” or “Pleasurable.”

It is not pleasurable for the man to be alone. Watch what God
P

does!

“And the Lord God caused a dccp sleeP to fall upon Adam, and
he slep’c: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh
instead thereof;

And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a
woman, and brought her unto the man.”

~Genesis 2:21-22

So, we see that God puts the man to sleep, and out of his side
He takes and forms Adam’s wife.

The Last Adam: The Last Adam stood alonc, having dominion

over all things as the Creator God. Jesus, before He revealed
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the name Jesus (which means, “Yahweh saves”), was referred to
as Yahweh (thc Selﬁﬁxisting One) in the Old Testament.

But He decided it was not Plcasurablc for Himself to be alone.
So, He Put Himself to slccp (the slcep of cleath), bg the cross
and was Picrced in His side d:)g the Roman soldier). Out of His
side flowed blood and water (Uohn 19:34), sgmbolizing birth.

Through the laging down of His life, Jesus brought His bride out of
His side in the same fashion as the first Adam. You must recognize
that your God was thinking about the crucifixion all the way back at
the Creation!

There are many other Para“els betwcen the First Aclam and the |ast

Adam. Here arejust sevcral more:

e The first Adam was made in the imagc of God (Genesis 1:27).

The Last Adam is “the image of the invisible God” (Colossians
1:15).

e The first Adam was called a “son of God” (Luke 4:38).

The Last Adam was the Son of God (Romans 1:4 1 John 5:10).

e The actions of the first Adam brought a reign of sin and death

upon a once—-PerFect world (Romans 5:12).
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Because of the blood shed bg the Last Adam, the curse of sin
and death will ultimatelg be removed and rightcousncss
restored (Romans 5:15-21).

The first Adam lost the battle in the Garden of Eden (Genesis
3).

The Last Adam won the battle in the Garden of Gethsemane
(Matthew 26).

The first Adam ate the fruit from the Tree of Knowledgc of

Good and Evil and introduced a curse upon the creation. He

died and his wife died also (Genesis 2:17).

The Last Adam ate the fruit of the tree called the cross. ..

“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made

a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth

on a tree:” —Galatians 3:13

He ate the curse of the Cross, but the Last Adam had the power
to rise and in rising He brought His wife up too!

We need to examine one last incrediblg Progounci element of this

model of the first Adam in order to gain a &eeper insight to the

actions of Jesus Christ on our behalf. In order to do this, we must g0

back to the Genesis % account of the transgression and ultimate fall

of Adam and Eve, introducing the reign of sin into the human

expcrience.
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“Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which
the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God
sai&, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

And the woman said unto the serPent, We may eat of the fruit of the
trees of the garden:

But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the gardcn, God
hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.

And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surelg die:

For God doth know that in the dag ye eat tnercor, then your eyes
shall be oPened, and ye shall be as gods, knowinggood and evil.

And when the woman saw that the tree was good for Food, and that it
was Pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise,
she took of the fruit tnereor, and did eat, and gave also unto her
husband with her; and he did eat.

And the eyes of them both were oPcncd, and tneg knew that tneg

were nake&; and tncy sewed rig leaves togetner, and made themselves

aProns.” ~-Genesis 5:1-7

So, from this cnap’cer, we rccognize that aPParentlg Adam was not
around while the serl:)ent tcmpted Eve. The serPent, targcting Eve
while Adam was not nearbgj and based on her Faultg understanding
of what God had actua”g said, was able to ultima’celg seduce herinto
sin. With that as our background) we need to examine another

passage of Scripture that givcs us further Pcrspec’cive of this event.

“And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in

the transgression.” -1 Timothg 2:14
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In this passage, Paul makes it clear to us that while Eve was deceived,
Adam was not. In other words, Adam knew what he was doing. This

brings us an entire new level of insight. Let’s examine this further. ..

Suppose that you,as a husband, came home from work one dag to
find thatin your absence, your wife had gotten into some kind of

awful sin...

But First, you must try to imagjne what a Pre~Fa”en state of being
rea”g was. Were Adam and Eve origina”g clothed with light? Were theg
able to operate in the extra-dimensions (those begond lengtn, width,
height, and time)? Was this how tneg communed with God in the
garden? Did Eve’s fall cause a Fracturing of the dimensions,
relegating her to onlg be ol:)erative in the Phgsical? While these are
onlg conjectures, theg should serve to nelp us recognize the dilemma
Adam faced. Imagine Adam returning while still in his Pre~¥a”en state
and Finding his wife in a fallen condition. He must have witnessed her
in this fallen state, and known that she was finished, bg remembering
the words of God...

«  forinthe dag that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surelg die.”
~Genesis 2:17b

Do you recognize Adam’s dilemma? What would you do if you were
the husband? You could choose to continue on Iiving eterna”g ina

Peri:ect state of being, but without the one you love...

Here is the insight we need to recognize: Adam loved her so much that

he chose to join her in her predicament rather than to g0 on without
J ¥ -
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her. Whatever desting was brought upon her 139 this sin, he Wi“ingly
and knowinglgjoined her. Another way of Putting it, is that he
“became sin for her.” Remcmber, Paul declared that Adam was a
Figure of Christ. Thisis exactlg what Jesus, being the Last Adam did
for His beloved bride, the church...

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might

be made the rightcousncss of God in him.”
-2 Corinthians 5:21

Furthermore, because Adam was wi”ing to do this, there were
ogspring Produced, and a mechanism that God would use to redeem
mankind. Jesus Christ, being that Figure who was sinless, would
knowinglg and wi”inglg take the Place of His bride on the cross, and in
doing S0, would Provide a mechanism to allow for her rcdemption.

Husbands, do you love your wives this much?

“Husban&s, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and

gave himself for it;” —~Ephcsians 5:25

The fact that Adam lmowinglg and Wi“inglg entered into Eve’s
Prccﬂicamcnt rather than going on without her is Precisely whg Paul
described him as a {:igure of Christ, who was to come. The Point IS
that’s how much Christ loved the church.

The saga that the first Adam began, the Last Adam would finish.
God’s response in thc Garden was to replace thcir cgorts to clothe
themselves using Fig leaves with coats of animal skins (Gen. %:21),

tgpigging that humanitg would ultima’celg be covered bg the shedding

16



of innocent blood. The concept of a substitutional sacrifice, which
would later be codified in the Levitical system (with animal sacrifices),
and climaxed at Golgotha (with the death of Christ, the ultimate
Passover Lamb), was introduced before thcy left the Garden of
Eden. You must recognize that you and I are the beneficiaries of a
love letter, namclg, the Bible, written in blood from a wooden cross
that was erected in Judea about 2,000 years ago. The purpose of
Jesus Christ was dcpicted in the very begirming of this love letter
called the Biblc, through the Prototgpej Adam. You and | were on His
mind from the very start.

As we bring this section to a close, it is imPortant to remember that
one of the ways God authenticates His Word is through the use of
Prophetic patterns that anticipatc alater strategjc fulfillment. The
Prophetic tgpologg that was demonstrated in this section should
Provide you with an ovcrwhclming sense of awe as you recognize that
the author of the Bible had to have originatccl from outside the

dimension of time.
We will now examine another incredible Prophetic tgpe of Christ and

His bride, the church, but also incorporating the nation Israel and the

role of the Hebrew “goel,” or kinsman-redeemer.
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lelpologg Of The Book Of Ruth

Ruth is a small interlude between Judges and 1 Samuel in our English
Bibles, one that tells the simple story of King David’s great
grandmcther. Yet, we findinita wondenﬁuny elegant love story that
turns out to be a Prophetic Portrait of the panorama of Scril:)ture,
centering on the future marriage relationship between Christ and the

church as WC” the role oxc the nation lsrael.

The book of Ruth is actua“g one of the most dramatic books of
Prophecg in the entire Bible. We find that every detail carries notjust
a story of romance, but spcciﬁca”g the Romance of Reclemption. It
gives us a Perspective of God’s Plan for us, as the church is Promed
hereina very surPrising way. The tgpologg and ski”gullg engincered
integration with the New Testament displage& in Ruth demonstrate
the extra-dimensional origin of the Bible. The Book of Ruth is one of
the most signhcicant Old Testament books for the church.
Astonishinglg, you will discover that it Promes in advance the role of
the ultimate Kinsman-Redeemer, Jesus Christ, as well as His future
“Gentile bride,” the church.

We also find in Ruth, a Primer on the distinctions between Israel and
the church. One of the tragjc bg~Products of Christianitg tocJag s
the rampant confusion about God’s purposes for Israel. God has a
sPcciﬂc Plan for Israel and a sPechCic Plan for the church, and in
certain ways thcy are mutua”g exclusive. In some ways theg are
Para”el, but separate; and as we explore Ruth, we want to remain

sensitive to the differences.
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This small i:our~chapter romance has been venerated in co”ege
classes for its elcgance as literature, but it also reveals a
craictsmansiiip of Prophetic anticipation unrivaled anywherc in
ScriPture. The narrative involves a hero, Boaz, who’s in the role of a
“goel” (Strong’s #H1350), or kinsman-redeemer

, whose ultimate commitment
of redemp’cion returns forfeited land in Bethlehem to its
disenfranchised owner, Naomi, and who also takes a Gentile bride,
Ruth.

To follow the Plot, one must understand the Law of Redcmption (Lev.
25:2%-28). Remember that in ancient lsrael, land wasn’t sold in the way
that we are used to todag. Since God was the landowner) Israel was
simplg a tenant under conditions of obedience. When land was “sold,”
what the buyer received was onlg the use of the Iand, not the
indefinite title ownership of it. Even then, this “sale” only lasted for a
dcsignated number of years, or until the Year of Jubilee. In that 50th
year (the Jubilee 9ear), the land would return back to the original
owners. Of course, this onlg took Place twice in a century, so it could
take many years to get back the rights to the land of one’s Familg.
However, there were conditions under which a kinsman (a relative) of
the original seller could Purchase, or “redeem” the land back to the
original i:amily. These conditions were tgpicallg noted on the outside
of the scroll &ei:ining the transaction. It was sealed, and onlg the

near-kinsman could break the seal.
It is worth Pointing out that one cannot rea”g comPrehend what is

going on in Revelation ChaPter 5 unless one understands the events
involved in the Book of Ruth in the Old Testament. In Revelation, we
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find another sealed scro“) a title deed for all of the carth, and onlg
the Lamb is able to open it. This scroll, in like manner, is noted as
having writing on the outside (Rev. 5:1). We can infer that this title
deed also lists the details for earth’s redcmption. In this cnapter, the
“Kinsman of Adam,” Jesus Christ, in His role as Redeemer, is taking
Possession of what He had alreadg Purchascd with His blood as the
sacrificial Lamb on the cross. However, He not onlg Purchascd and

redeemed the land; He also Purcnased and redeemed a bride — the
church.

Looking back at the Ruth story, in addition to understanding the Law
of Redcmption, you must also recognize the Hebrew Law of Levirate
Marriage. Thisis a Provision that dealt with a situation in which a
husband Passecﬂ away with no children. In Deuteronom9 25, the law
decreed that a widow could goto her brother-in-law and puta claim

on him to take her as his wife, to raise up children for her late
husband (Deut. 25:5-10).

This was called a levirate marriage. If the husband had no brother or
no living brother, the widow would goto the next nearest kin. The man
who took the widow had to meet several conditions to be eligiblc (Lev.
25:25-31, Deut. 19:1-1%, 25:5-10):

1. He had to be a near~‘<insman.

2. He had to be able to Pergorm the dutg of rcdeeming the

inheritance.
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3. He had to be able to take on the other duties required, which
included taking the woman to wife.

4. He also had to take on any other duties required, including
avenging the late husband’s death if he was murdered.

5. And Fina”g, the near kinsman had to be Wi”ing. In other words, it
was voluntarg. It was considered shameful to reFuse, but he did

have a choice.

In the story, there were three main issues gacing Naomi. First, she
wanted to maintain the name and lincage of her late husband
Elimelech among the Israelite Peoplc, since both of her sons (one
Formerlg married to Ruth) were both dead without having Produced
children to continue the Familg. Second, she needed to take steps to
protect her own inheritance, which would be lost without the
redemp’cion of her Familg’s land and having heirs to perpetuate it. This
land was clearlg lost when Elimelech and his Familg had left 1srael to g0
to Moab. But now that Naomi had returned to the land of lsrael, the
land needed to be restored. Fina”g, she wanted to Provicﬂe rest and
security for her faithful but widowed daughtcr~in~|aw, Ruth. A
marriage of Ruth to Boaz, a close relative, would solve all three

Problcms, and that is cxactlg what ended up taking Place.

In the Book of Ruth, Naomi tgpologica“g represents Israel, exiled
from her land (initia”g left 1srael and went to Moab during hard times,
but later returned to Israel with her widowed Moabite daughter~in~|aw
Ruth); Boaz, tgpologica“g rcpresenting Christ, is her kinsman who
Pergorms the redemption of her Familg’s land; and Ruth (a Gentile
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bride), tgPologica”g rel:)resenting the church, is also Purcnascd bg
Boaz for a wiFe, according to the customs of the levirate marriage.
This ProPnetic Patterning extends to virtua”g every detail of the

book. Let’s examine this deeper. ..

Boazis clcarlg the kinsman-redeemer in this story, the type of Christ.
He’s in the role of the “goel” (the kinsman-redeemer) ,just as Christ is
our Kinsman-Redeemer tnrougn coming in the flesh as a true human.
We find out in Revelation 5 that to open the scroll containing the title-
deed to the entire eartn, the opener had to be a true numan, a
kinsman of Adam. The Apostle John Watcning the vision sobbed
convulsivelg, because he understood this and saw no man wor'tng,
until it was Pointed out to him that the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the
Root of David, had Prevailed to open the sealed scroll!

Because he was closelg related to Elimelech (Naomi’s deceased
husband), Boaz was eligible under Hebrew law to serve as a kinsman-
redeemer for Ruth and Naomi,just as Christ coming as a genuine man
allowed His redcmption of us. Boaz’s gracious love of the Gentile
Ruth reminds us of the gracious love that Christ has for the church.
We were Gentiles, seParatcd from God, but tnrougn grace, Christ
redeemed us 139 His blood. He has redeemed us, and He has given us
evergtning,just as Ruth gained all that Boaz had when he redeemed

her and she became his.

Israel is not left out of this. Naomi is a blessing to Ruth, for without
Naomi, Rutn would never navc gound her nusband,just as we (tne
church) without Israel would never have found our Redeemer and
Husband, Christ. Furthermore, the marriage of Boaz to Ruth blessed
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Naomi, (rcturning her gamilg’s land and inheritance) ,just as the
church through Christis a sPiritual blcssing to Israel (a”owing them to

enter into their inheritance of their true Messiah unto salvation).

It is interesting that Ruth learned how to deal with the situation at
hand from Naomi,just as the church can learn of God’s Plan of
redemp’cion through His dealings with Israel. It is also Provocativc that
in the story, Naomi learns of Boaz through Ruth,just as those of
Israel can onlg trulg learn of Jesus Christ through the church (God’s
instituted mechanism to spread the Plan of salvation). However, Ruth
learned of Boaz’s ways through Naomi,just as the church learns
about Christ through the example of 1srael in the Old Testament.

A review of prophetically relevant key concepts:
prop Y Y P

e Inorderto bring Ruth to Boaz, Naomi had to be exiled from the
land but then brought back. In order to bring the Gentiles to
Christ, Israel was exiled from the land but then brought back.

e What the Law could not do, grace accomplished (in both the
Ruth story and at the cross). In the Ruth story, there was a
kinsman nearer than Boaz who bg Law should have
accommodated hcr, but was unwi”ing. On the contrarg, Boaz
demonstrated grace in doing what the Law not could
accomplish through his Wi”ingness to Pergorm the rcciemption
of the land and the levirate marriage.

e Ruth does not rePlace Naomi in the story. In similar fashion, the
churchis not a rePlacement to Israel in God’s Plan. Each has a
Prophetic desting. (Believing Israclites between Pentecost and
the raPturc are obviously in the category of the church.)
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e Ruth learns of Boaz’s ways ttirougti Naomi,just as the church
learns of the ways of God tnrougti Israel.

e Naomi meets Boaz ttirougti Rutnjust as Israel can come to
Christ ttirougti the church.

e No matter how much Boaz loved Rutti, he had to await her move.
No matter how much God wants your love, He established free
Wi“, and will draw you but not force you to make a move towards
Him.

lnterestinglg, the Book of Ruth in the Jewish communitg s
conspicuous for its association with the Feast of Stiavuot, also known
as the Feast of Pentecost

— the first fruits of the wheat
harvest. We recognize the fulfillment of the Feast of Pentecost as
bcing the birth of the New Testament church, which occurred ciuring
this teast, as recorded in the Book of Acts. Coincidence? Hardlg!

We can see this Hebrew model of Proptietic Patterning ViViC”g
rePrescntcci ttirougtiout the entire Bible, but especia”g in the Book
of Ruth. The fact that the content and characters in the story
strategica“g represent an ultimate future fulfillment recorded in the

New Testament demonstrates the Proptietic integration of the Bible.

As we transition into the next section, kecp in mind what we have
a|read9 discussed (the tgpologg of Adam and Eve as well as the Ruth
storg) and how ttieg anticipated the greater fulfillment (Cnrist and
the church) in the mind of God.
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The Romance Of Redemption — Deeper Perspectives

Itis im]:)erative that we, as followers of Jesus trulg begin to recognize
His okﬁ'ectives ina deePer way. In order to trulg find out what He is
aptcr, we need to better understand the panorama of Scripture ina

way that reveals His ultimate Plan and desire - the redemp’cion ofa

bride.

~Israel as a Bride:

First, we must take a closer look at the way God bcgan to call out
Israel as a nation in the Old Testament. You must first recognize that
God began to draw Israel into a marriage covenant, which was
Per{:ormed at Mt. Sinai after bcing brought up out of the land of
Egljpt. When the 10 Commandments came Forward, theg were more
than simplg a list of “thou shalt” and “thou shalt not.” In the mind of
God, the gving of the 10 Commandments was a marriage covenant

between God and thc nation o1c lsrael.

° God actua”y dcscendcd down to thc mount to marry lsrael

(Exodus 19:9-11)..

e Moses acted as the minister between the Bridegroom and the
bride (Exodus 19:3-7).

e Then the 10 Commandments (Exodus 20) were given as the

vows between them, with the foremost vow being. ..

“Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” —~Exodus 203
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In other words, God was engaging Israel in a monogamous
relationsnip }39 te”ing them, “l am your onlg Husband.” He then

made His vow to hcr, saging...

“Now therefore, if ye will obeg my voice indeed, and I(CCP my
covenant, then ye shall be a Peculiar treasure unto me above all
Peoplc: for all the earth is mine:

And ye shall be unto me a king&om of Pricsts, and an holg
nation.” —Exodus 19:5-6

o After hearing all of these vows, the bride, being Israel, rcsPon&s
in agreement bg saying. ..

“All that the Lord hath sPoken we will do.” —~Exodus 19:8
The bride says, ‘I do.”

God married the nation of Israel there on Mt. Sinai. Through the
excnanging of VOWS, a we&ding ceremony was Pergormed. In order to
recognize that God trulg was married to lsrael, let’s now look to the

book of Isaiah in order to gain more understanding.

“For thy maker is thine husband; the Lord of hosts is his name; and
the Redeemer, the Holg One of lsracl; the God of the whole earth
shall he be called.

For tI"IC LOT'(J I"Iatl"l ca”ccl tl’]CC as a woman Forsaken and grieved in

sPirit, and a wife of uouth when thou wast rcguscd, saith thg God.”
—Isaiah 54:5-6
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God made it clear in these passages that He was in fact married to
Israel. But it was never the full intention of God to ultimatelg be
married to onlg one nation. His Plan was that bg working through

lsrael, He would eventua”y be able to marry all of humanity, namelg

thc church.
~The Church as the Ultimate Bride:

S0, God was married to Israel, but His ultimate Plan was to marry all of
humanitg (the church). However, bﬂ His own law, He was alrcadg
bound bg the law of marriagc to lsrael, and would not be married to
two brides in the earth at the same time. What was He to do and still

stay within the confines of His own law?
To understand the law of God regarding this, we will look into the New
Testament, and see the commentarg of the Apostle Paul spcaking to

the church on this subject.

“Know ye not, brethren, (For | sPeak to them that know the law)) how

that the law hath dominion over a man as Iong as he liveth?

For the woman which hath an husband is bound bu the law to her
husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is
loosed from the law of her husband.

So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man,
she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is

free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be

married to another man.”
—Romans /:1-3
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Remember the words of the APostle Paul te”ing us that the law of
marriage is binding onlg while you are alive. So, 139 Jesus dging on the
cross, He broke the marriage with the unfaithful wife, Israel, and bg
resurrecting He was free to marry another! You must understand that
althougn divorce and Polggamg are not exl:)rcssly forbidden in the
Torah, it is also clear that thcg were never oPtimal in God’s Plan. We
see this concept of these acts bcing unfavorable in God’s sight
reflected Clearly in the New Testament as well. Whether there are
acccptable reasons for divorce or not, the one true, clear way for
remarriage to be Permissible is in the case of the death of one of the

Parties.

This was one of the foremost reasons for the cross. You must not
limit your understanding of the cross to simplg a means of dealing
with sin. Yes, the cross was to take care of the sin issue. But wng did
Jesus need to take care of the sin issue? The word sin means, “to miss
the mark”

. What was the “mark”? The mark was marriage! Sin prevents us
from erjoging intimate Fe”owship with Him. It creates a chasm between
fallen man and the holg God. Jesus came to remove anytning that

Prcventecﬂ us from being able to marry Him!

So, Inrising from the grave, Jesus was now free to marry. Now the
Problem was that we were not free. We were bound to the law of sin
and death (Romans 8). Therefore, even thougn He was now free
through death, burial, and resurrection, He could not simplg marry us
in our present condition. The true clepth of the Plan of God in action

would be to liberate us from the fallen state of bondage to the law of
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sin and death. But He would have to devise a Plan that would liberate
us without killing us, since we all could not litera”g goto the grave in
death and arise in resurrection to be free. We needed a formula that
could allow us to obtain freedom through a death that would free us
from this bondagc but yet allow us to remain alivc, being able to marry
another. Paul cxplained the solution as he continued the above

passage in Romans /...

“Where{:orc, my brethrcn, ye also are become dead to the law bu the
bodu of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who
is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God.”
—Romans 74

So, Paul cxplained that the mechanism for us to become dead to the
law of sin and death in order that we might also become free to marry
Christ, is through the bod9 of Christ, or the church. In other words,
he is tc”ing us that the way we entered into the bodg of Christis
actua“g the way we Participate in this process whercby we become
free to become married to Christ. Let’s continue to read the writings
of Paul in order to gain even more undcrstanding as to how this might

be accomplishe& according to the Plan of God. ..
Paul givcs us claritg in1 Corinthians 15:1-4.

“Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gosgel which 1 Preached

unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;

By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what | Preachecl

unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.
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For | delivered unto you first of all that which 1 also received, how that

Christ died for our sins according to the scriPtures;
And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day
according to the scril:)tures:” -1 Corinthians 15:1-4

Paul declares that the gosgel is the mechanism bﬂ which we are saved.
In this passage, he defines the gos;:_)el sPeciFicany as the death, burial

and resurrection of Jesus Christ. He then in 2 Thessalonians 1:8 (and

other Passages) ,indicates that converts are required to “obcg” the

gOSPCI.

“In Haming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that
obeu not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:”

-2 Thessalonians 1:8

It is not sufficient for you to only believe that Jesus died, was buried,
and resurrected. You must also m the gospcl, accorcling to2
Thessalonians 1:8. The sPeci{:{cs rcgarding obedience to the gospel
will be discussed in the Fo”owing section. But First, let’s recap some of
what we have established. ..

Jesus, 139 death, burial and resurrection was able to present Himself
as bcing cligible to marry. And bg this same method, He Prcsented
the church with a Plan, which He devised, that would be effective in
enabling us to also become free to marry Him. We will now examine this
gospel Plan in more detail, as Paul exPounds upon these concepts in

his writings to the churches.
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The Gospel - The Plan For Becoming Dead To The Law Of
Sin And Death

In the earlier passages we examined, we saw how Paul was instructing
us that we must become dead to the law of sin and death, which
bound us, in order that we mignt become free to marry Christ. He
further declares that the mechanism that accomplisnes this is the
“bodg of Christ,” or the church. He then Points to the gospel as
being the mechanism through which we are saved, and goes on to
define it as the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ.
I:urthermore, he then declares that we must “obeg” the gospel.

The question then becomes “how do you obeg the death, burial and
resurrection of Jesus?” The gospel is the Plan established bg Jesus
Wnerebg we undergo death, burial, and resurrection in sgmbol, but
also receiving a kind of substance that will prove effective in
accomplishing our freedom from the law of sin and death and enable
us to become free to marry Christ. This is the NT gospel salvation
Planj which the APostle Paul is exPounding onin his writings to the
churches, understanding that theg had alreadg experienced it. He
was now giving them greater understanding as to what tneg
exPerienced as it relates to the mind of God in action. This Plan was
first detailed, commanded, and exPerienced at the birthday of the
churcn, on the Dag of Pentecost, recorded in Acts 2:

“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of

youin the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gi{;t of the Holu Ghost.”
—~Acts 2:38
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Let’s brieﬂg exPlore how Paul and Peter in their writings identified the
Acts 2 exl:)erience on Pentecost as the gospel Plan of death, burial

and resurrection.
1. Repentance = Death (to the old man of sin)

“Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that
the bodu of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we
should not serve sin.

For he that is dead is freed from sin.” ~Romans 6:6-7

2. Water Baptism = Burial (of those sins)

“Therefore we are buried with him bg bagtism into death:”

—Romans 6:4a

3. Holy SPirit BaPtism = Resurrection (as a new creature in
Christ)

“For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, thejust for
the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to
death in the flesh, but quickeneci (to make alive or give
life) by the SPirit:”

-1 Peter %:18

In the above passage, Peter, who delivered the first
message of the church on Pentecost (Acts 2), later wrote

declaring that Christ’s resurrection was due to the SPirit
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in Him being alive. We can now understand that the SPiri’c
baptism, first Pourcci out on Pentecost, is that same

element that causes new life (resurrection) in the believer!

“And thcy were all filled with the Holg Ghost, and began
to sPea|< with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them

utterance.”
-ACtS 2:4

We can then understand Paul as he continues his teaching

in Romans 6:

“that like as Christ was raised up from the dead (as Peter
said, “by the SPirit”) bg the glorg of the Father, even so

we also should walk in newness of life (bg the Ho|9 SPirit)

For if we have been plantccl togcther in the likeness of his

dcath we sha” be also N the l keness oxc his resurrection
(through the Spmt) :?
—Romans 6:4b-5

So, Jesus, through death, burial and resurrection was able to Present
Himself as being eligiblc to marry another. And bg this same method,
He Prcsented the church with the Plan) which He devised, that was to
be effective in enabling us to also become free to marry. This Plan,
first put into action on Pentecost, the clag on which He Poured out
the Promised Holg SPirit, Providcd His Prospective Bride — the
church - with the means to become free from the law of sin and death

in order that she might become free to marry anothcr, even Christ!
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“For the law of the SPirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free
from the law of sin and death.”

-Romans 8:2
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The Gospel - Deeper lnsights Regarciing The Marriage
Model

The gosPel Plan that we detailed above relates sPeciFicaug to the
model of marriage in some Fascinating ways. S0 far, inthe Previous
section, we have established that the gospel is the death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus, and is also the mechanism bg which we now
become free to marry Him. We have also connected rePentance, water
baptism, and the SPirit endowment with being the sgmbolic (but also
substantial) method that we Participate in this gospel Plan through
obedience. Now we are readg to take our understanding to further
Aepths, as we will explore how these three individual elements of the
gospel Plan correlate with the marriage model. We will find out that all
three have some astonishing del:)ths of meaning in this regard, as they
are each linked to some vital aspects of the marriage of Christ and
the church. First though, let’s examine the concept of “like kinds” and
how we become “His kind” through this process of sPiri’cual

regeneration.
~Becoming His “Kind”:

You must first recognize that we cannot become Christ’s bride while
being unlike His “kind.” In Genesis 1, the Bible describes the creation
of all tyPes of living creatures upon the earth. For each tgpe of
creature God created, the Bible indicates that it was brought forth
“after its own kind.” The word kind is used again in Genesis 6 when
God instructed Noah to take two of every kind of land animal onto
the Ar|<; and in Genesis 8 God commanded these animals to

FCPT'OCIUCC a‘FtCF tl’]C FIOO(J.
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In order for two creatures to come togetncr in an intimate relationshil:)
that will bring forth ogspring, theg must be of the same kind. We
recognize now that within the genetic code, there is opportunitg for
great variation within kinds, but also restrictions concerning sexual
reproduction. Dogs, for examplc, exhibit tremendous variety. Yet,
diverse breeds of dogs can Produce oxq:spring with each other -
indicating that all dogs are of the same kind. Dogs will not interbreed
with cats however, since they are of a different kind. It is clear that
this Biblical understanding of a kind intends to express a group of
like organisms capable of intcrbrec&ing and Producing ogspring

. Modern science may use sevcral digerent terms to

classi% this tHPC of grouping.

You must keep in mind that in His natural essence, Jesus is a sPirit
being. Therefore, to marry we who are Phgsical beings, He took on a
Phgsical bodg, and came and underwent Pngsical death, burial and
resurrection. Convcrselg, in order to marry Him, we who are Pngsical
bcings will have to unclergo sPiritual death, burial, and resurrection.
The only way in which we can become “His kind” spiri’cuany, s througn
this regenerative Plan, called the gospcl. To aPPrCCiatc this, you must

recognize that Jesus claimed to be the firstborn of a new race (SPirit~

filled believers)!

“For whom he did foreknow, he also did Predestinate to be
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn

among many brethren.” ~Romans 8:29
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In other wor&s, Jesus was the first to undergo dcath, burial, and
resurrection. In doing so, He laid out a Plan that made it Possiblc for
us to become His “brethren” through obedience to this Plan. Never

before was this salvation Possiblel Let’s now look into the sPeciFics. ..

Luke records the birth of the church in the book of Acts. After the
Holy Ghost fell on the believers in the UPPer Room on the dag of
Pentecost, the crowd that gathered outside inquired as to the
mcaning of this. When Peter stood up and Preached about how theg
had crucified Jesus their Messiah, theg were convicted of their sin
and asked what they were to do. Theg were given the Fo”owing

FCSPOHSC:

“Then Peter said unto them, Repcnt and be baptizcd every one of

you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins and ye shall
receive the gi{;t of the Holu Ghost.” —~Acts 2:38

This was the way the gospel was Preachcd on the birthdag of the
church, and the record of Acts and the EPistlcs displag a continual
observance of this same message. We were never given any ScriPtural
command that retracts or alters this message. Repcntance, baptism
and receiving the Holg Ghost are the way that we sPirituallg Par'take
in Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection. In other words, as stated

earlier, this is how we obcu the gospel. Jesus Aevcloped a Plan

Wherebg He took the substance of the How, a“owing us to obeg His
death, burial and resurrection in sgmbol) but also receiving a kind of

substancc that would be ablc to elevate us into becominga “new
kind” in Christ.
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-Death / RCPenta nce:

We have alreadg examined how at rePentance, we “die” out to the old
man of sin. This is the first step to becoming free from the law of sin
and dcath, cnabling us to be free to marry. Remember the words of
Paul, equa’cing death with freedom from the former law of bondage.
This Para“cls the crucifixion of Jesus. In relation to the marrage
model, it represents the bride “dging out” to her old idcntitg in order
to take on a new one. She entered as a single woman, but at the end
of the Wedding ceremony she will be reintroduced with a new i&cntity

and a new name!
~Burial / Bal:)tism:

As discussed earlier, Scripture tells us that baptism is the sPiritual
burial that believers will undcrgo with Christ. We understand from
Acts 2:38 and 22:16 that baptism accomplishes the remission, or
removal of sins. But many People limit baptism onlg to the removal of
sins, and don’t understand the deeper purpose of its recluirement.
Remember, any time baPtism is mentioned, it automatica”g implics that
the person has alreaclg rePented. The entire purpose of baPtism s
that you understand you were wrong and have decided to walk in a
new direction. That is repentance. And because you have decided
this, you are Wi”ing to undergo baptism in obedience to the
commandment of the Scriptures, in order that those sins may be

forever remitted. In other words, burial alwags follows death.

But you must recognizc that rePentance and baptism are not simplg

FOT' tI"IC removal O‘F gOUF sins, ]Z)Ut tl’]Cﬂ are also nccessary bCCEﬂUSC 3OU
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must uncﬂergo sPiritual death and burial to the old man in order to be
free from the law of sin and death so that you can rise in resurrection
to marry Christ! Baptism s required. Itis not oPtional. l{:gou do not
undergo this death and burial, you cannot become free to marry! You
cannot fulfill the purpose of salvation, which is to become the bride of
Christ!

So, when we £go down under the waters of baptism, in the name of
Jesus, we then die to the law of sin and death, and we rise now to walk
in the newness of life, because we are free to marry another! As
mentioned earlier, at the end of the Wedding ceremony, a woman dies
out to her old identity as she is reintroduced with a new name. This
taking on of a new name in the gospel Plan takes Place here at
baptism, as the convert goes down in water as the name of Jesus is
invoked over them. At baptism, you equectivelg take on the name of

Jesus.

Notice also that it is necessary to be baptizecl in the name of Jesus
Christ.

“And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, gving thanks to God and the Father by him.”

—Colossians 3:17
Baptism is an act of both word and deed. f we do not applg this

instruction at baptism, one of the most critical events in the life of a

believer, how do we then aPPl9 this instruction at all?
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“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name
(Jesus — Verse 10) under heaven givcn among men whercbg we must
be saved.” —Acts 412

Throughout Acts and the epistles, we onlg read of converts being
baptizecl in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Why s it sO imPortant

that His actual name is invoked at baptism?

In order to understand this as it relates to marriage, you must realize
that when a marriage takes Place, traditiona”g the woman will take on
the name of the man she is marrying, Understand that this tradition
was started 139 God, as recorded in Genesis 5:2.

“Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their
name Adam, inthe dag when thcy were created.”
—Genesis 5:2

Notice that He called their name Adam. He called them both Adam.
This was the institution of the tradition of the bride taking on the
name of the husband. It’s notjust a cultural thing; it’s actua”y a
Biblical thing!

So, when you submit gourselF to baptism in Jesus’ name, you go down
into the water with one name, but when you come up out of the water
with the name of Jesus Christ being Pronounced over you, you are
actua“g taking on His name as your new identitgl hcgou are going to

become His bride, then you must take on His name through baptisml
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The Greek word for baPtize IS “baptizo” (Strong’s #G907), and

means, “to immerse or submerge.”

The Biblical term “name” - when spcaking of God - implics more than
just alabel. We can say that it refers to His charactcr, iclentitg,
purpose, and mz?jcstg.

So, bg being baptized into Jesus’ name, you are actua“g being
immersed, and submerged into His character, into His identitg, into
His purpose and into His majestg! If you have been baptized into any
name or group of titles other than the Lord Jesus Christ, then you
have not taken on the name oﬂgour E)ri&egroom — Jesus Christ — as

Scripture commands.
-Resurrection / Holg Ghost:

We will now examine the gosPel Plan in reference to the resurrection
of Jesus, and examine how we are to take part in His resurrection in

sgmbol, but also receiving a substance that will enable us to become
His kind.

In order to understand the &ep’ch of this Plan regarding resurrection,
you must recognize this from the cultural traditions of that dag. In
Biblical times, according to the law, one reason that a marriage was

seen as invalid was if the marriagc had never been consummated. This
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means that if there had not been sexual intimacy in the marriage, the

marriage was incomplctc.
with any covenant, there were three rcquircments:

o Speech (an oath)
e Witnhesses

e Blood, a Meal, or Sacrificial Giving (an cxchange of an okject or

Propertg)

Interms of a marriagc covenant, sPccch refers to the wcdding VOWS,
witnesses refer to the lcgal witnesses required for the Wedding
contract to be valid, and blood referred to virgin sexual intercourse
that would cause spots of blood to be Produccd on the bed sheets
during the consummation. In the Hebrew culture of the dag, thcy
wasted no time with this. After the consummation of the marriage
through intimacy, the bloodied sheets would be used to confirm to

the entire communitg that the marriage was sealed.

Without intimacy, there is no marriage. So that’s Why it’s not enough
for you to repent and be baptized in Jesus’ name, you must also
receive the gi{;t of the Holg Ghost as a type of intimate consummation.

Let’s hear Paul in Romans 8:9...
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“But ye are not in the flesh, but in the SPirit) if so be that the SPirit of
God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is

none of his.” ~Romans 8:9

In other words, you could have believed, rePented, and been
baptizecl, but yet if you have not had the ScriPturallg distinct

expcrience of receiving His SPirit, it's “marriage off.”

The sexual relationship between a man and woman tgpologica”g
represcnts nolg intimacg. When the two become one flesh through
sexual union, this represents the kind of oneness God wants to
expcrience with His bride. SPirit~Fi“ed believers expcrience these
sensations during worship. Infact, one of the Greek words used for
Worsnip is “Proskuneo,” which actua”g means, “to kiss” (Strong’s
#G4352).

You must recognize that if you are sccking the ini:i”ing of the SPirit)
the necessary icorcplag IS WOFSl’]iP. God then fills those who Wi“inglg
open up to His presence until there are no words to EXPress the
ecstasy of His love. You will spontaneouslg break forth sPcaking in
unknown tongues duringyour Powcncul union with Him, being

completelg lost in the moment.

You must recognize that the tongues of the Holy Ghost rcpresent a
type of intimate “Pi“ow~tal|<” between 3ourseli and your lover, Christ.
Psycnologists will sPeak of this Pi“ow talk as being a type of code
language involving sPecial words, names, and Phrases used for each

other that nobodg else is able to understand.
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So, the Lord instituted the tongues of the Holg Ghost as an intimate
love Ianguage which you can use to commune with Him at any time,

without anyone else knowing what you are sagingl

“For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue spcaketh not unto men,
but unto God: for no man understandeth hlm howbelt in the splrlt he
slpcaketh mysteries.”

-1 Corinthians 142

The believer is filled with the glorg of God as the endowment of the
SPirit into man takes Place.

So, the Holg Ghost is the intimate consummation of the marriage.
Through the consummation of the marriagc, and the rePeated

consummation of the marriage, you kccp the marrage intact.

“Not 139 works of righteousness which we have done, but accorcling to
his mercy he saved us, bg the washing of regeneration, and renewing
of the Holu Ghost;” ~Titus 3:5

The imci”ing of the Holg Ghost is what gves you the power and abilitg
to walk in the newness of life. It is the SPirit of Jesus that now indwells
the believer. Because you have His SPirit, you are now “His kind” ina
way not Possible before! In terms of consummation, this haPPens asa
part of the gospcl Plan of salvation. However, the ultimate

“consummation” with Christ will take Place when He returns for us to
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bring us back to His Father’s house in heaven for the actual wedding
celebration. At that time, we will receive new bodies like His ( John
3.2), and be able to take part in a union with Him that is imPossible in

our current state og being.

Togo deepcrj we need to examine Ephcsians 1:13-14 in order to gain
some more unclerstanding regarding the Biblical Para”els between the
Holy Ghost and the wedding customs that have come down to us over

thc years.

“In whom ye also trustecl, after that ye heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were
sealed with that holu Spirit of promise,

Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the re&emption of the

purchased possession, unto the Praise of his glory.”
~Ephesians 1:13-14

In other wor&s, the Holy Ghost is the down Pagment on heaven, and
seals us until the dag when Jesus returns to receive us. Understand
that the word “earnest” (“arrabon” - Strong’s #G728) sPcaks of a
down Pagment (“earnest moneg”) .The Holg Ghost is our down

Pagment on heaven.

Through this down payment of the SPirit, we cxPericncc the intimate
consummation with Christ, as discussed earlier. How does this relate

toa Wed&ing? The down Pagmcnt ina Weéding is the engagement
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ring. The bridegroom gjves his bride-to-be an engagement ring as a
sgmbol that she is betrothed to him. She kecps this ring as her Proo{:
of the engagement agreement until the time of the weoding ceremony.
So,itisa type of down payment that through having Possession of
the ring, she is “sealed” with his Promise of betrothal until the
chding.

So then accorcling to the words of Paul, the Holy Ghost is the
engagement ring, and we are sealed bg it. The engagement ring shows
that we belong to Him, until He comes back to redeem us when He

returns (“until the redeml:)tion of the Purchased Possession”).

By taking part in the gospel Plan of salvation, which Jesus Christ
made available through His death, burial, and resurrection, we are
able to fulfill the purpose of our creation — to become the pure,

righteous, and holg bride of Jesus Christ!

S0, we have examined the necessity of ParticiPating in the death,
burial and resurrection of Jesus in sgmbol. Through this process, He
became free to marry. In similar fashion, we, through repentance,
baptism, and receiving the Holg Ghost now become free. At
repentance, we died out to the old man of sin, and through baptism
we buried those sins, complctclg Frceing us from the bondage of the
law of sin and death. Through baPtism, we also take on the name of
our Bridegroom, Jesus Christ. After coming up out of the waters of
baptism, free from our former bondage, and now talo'ng on a new
name, we have become free to marry another. The receiving of the
Holy Ghost is the intimacy between the bride and the Bridcgroom. It

is the consummation of the marriage covenant, and is the down
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Pagment — or engagement ring - on our inheritance of heaven. Itis
this engagement ring of the Holg Ghost that seals us with His identitg

until He returns.

In the next section, we will endeavor to look deepcr into some of the
ancient Hebrew cultural aspccts of the dag, in order to geta better
understan&ing of the depth of meaning present in the Plan of God. It
IS astonishing to recognize the degree of depth and Precision in which
God imPIanted Prophetic meaning into the Hebrew customs rcgarding
marriage. Let’s now get a better undcrstanding of these ancient
Hebrew chding customs, which God established, in order to gaina
fuller sense of meaning as to how thcg dcliberately anticipate the

future marriage of Christ and the church.
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The Hebrew WecHing Ritual - A Prophetic Foreshadowing
Of The Ultimate Marriage: Christ And The Church

It may startle you to discover the treasures hidden in the wedding
rituals of the ancient Hebrews, which God instituted. It is astcnishing
to recognize that evergthing that God has said about His marriage to
His bride, the church, was anticipated thousands of years earlier in
the institution of these customs. As we have mentioned throughout
this stuclg, that factis a Pro{:ound Piece of evidence that the author
of the Bible is not bound to the constraints of time as we are. Rather,
itis Proxcound Proo{: of His realitg, and demonstrates His origin to be
from outside of time. These insights we will examine also demonstrate
the integration of the Bible, which is another Prooxc that demonstrates
its Author to be from outside time. Because the Bible is comPosed of
66 boo|<s, written bg over 40 authors who mostlg didr’t know each
other, over an almost 2,000-year time span, to discover that it is
thoroughlg integrate& down to the subtle nuances is a Proo{: of its
extra-dimensional origjn. Furthermore, the fact that its human
authors could not have understood the true depth of meaning behind
the “tgpes and shadows” embedded into their insPired writings is a

fact that echoes its inspiration from outside time.

This section will continue to amaze you concerning God’s Precision in
that regard. Not onlg does this Provide a ProFound awareness
regarding our Prophetic Perspective, but it also demonstrates the
incredible love and affection with which God views us. At face value,
most of these insights are not obvious to the modern reader.
However, 139 becoming in touch with the Hebraic roots of the Bible,
we can better comprehend the depth of anticipatorg design
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embedded into both the Biblical record and the ancient Hebrew

culture.

Al through the Gospels, Jesus relied on the ancient Jewish Wedcling
pattern for many of His Parables (Mt. 22:1-14, 25:1-13) climaxing in His
Bridegroom’s Promise in the UPPer Room in John 14. We will explore
these references within this studg in order to recognize the full
imPortance of these allusions. Unrortunatelg, many of us miss seeing
the full depth of meaning bg our modern umcamiliaritg with the model

of ancient Jewish wedding rituals.

The Jewish we&ding involved a number of iml:)ortant rituals
tgpologica”g correlating with the marriage of Christ and the church.
The i:o”owirig are not necessarilg in strict order, yet they follow the
general process of the ancient Hebrew We&ding. Let’s begiri to

examine these astonishing Para”els. ..
1. Erusin - Betrothal:

The first steP in a Hebrew marriage was betrothal (erusin).

Betrothal involved the establishment of an engagement
covenant (te’naim), leacling up to the marriage covenant
(ketubah), as initiated 139 a Prospective bridegroom (chatan).
The ketubah is the final document that stipulates all

expectations and conditions for the marriage between the

husband and wife.
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Jesus explici’clg refers to Himself as the Bridegroom in the
{:o“owing passage in Mark.

“And the disciplcs of John and of the Pharisees used to fast:
and theg come and say unto him, Why do the disciples of John
and of the Pharisees fast, but thg disciples fast not?

And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the
bridechamber Fast, while the bridegroom is with them? as Iong

as theu have the bridegroom with them, theu cannot fast.

But the days will come, when the briclegroom shall be taken

away from them, and then shall theg fast in those dags.”
~Mark 2:18-20

The Fo“owing verse tells us that, like every Jewish bridegroom,

Jesus came From His I:athcr’s house and trave”cd to thc home

of his bride (kallah).

“I came forth from the l:ather, and am come into the world:”
—~John16:28a

S0, Jesus emphasized that He as the Bridegroom had come to
earth, from His Father’s house, to find Himself a bride. We see
from the above passage in Mark, and others, that He makes it
clear He will at some Point leave, and later return for His bride,
as was the normal betrothal custom. It was normal for the
bridegroom to often take the initiative in cstablishinga

marriage covenant.
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~Keg Parallel:

e Inancient Jewish culture, in order to initiate betrothal,
the Prospective bridcgroom would travel from his

father's house to the house of the Prospcctive bride.

e Inlike manner, Jesus left His Father’s house in heaven

and travelled to earth, the home of His Prospective bride,
the church.

2. The Mohar — The Bride Price:

UPon arrival at the home of the young woman, the Prospcctivc
bridegroom would negotiate with the woman’s father as to the
bride Price (mohar — Strong’s #H419) he must pay to
“Purchasc” his bride, as was the custom (Gen. 2453, 3412, Ex.
22:15-16, 1 Sam. 18:25, Hos. %:2).

Ona Practical level, since the Father was losinga valuable
member of his household (the bride), and had spent
consi&erablg to raise, feed, and house her since she was
young, the mohar Paid to the father was to helP compensate

him for these costs.
Jesus understood - because as God, He established this

tradition - that He could not simply obtain a wite without
Paginga Price (a mohar) for His bride. The necessitg ofa
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mohar is one of the most overlooked reasons for His death.
You must rccognize that He died not onlg to be free from the
law of marriage with Israel, but He died also in order to present
a mohar to His bride, the church.

In order to understand this, you must recognize that you as a
believer have been Purchased (redeemed), as the

aforementioned passage n Ephcsians 1 describes:

«__.until the redcmption of the purchascd possession....”

~F:Phesians .14

So as the bride, Christ has Purchascd us. We will discuss
shor’clg what He used to pay For, or redeem us. But to
understand the true dep’chs of this, you need to see this from
the cultural aspects of that time. In the ancient customs, it was
not onlg necessary to simplg Present a mohar to the woman’s
Fathcr) but you had to Prcsent a suitable mohar according to
the woman’s social status (1 Sam. 18:23). For example, if you
were marrying a commoner or a peasant woman, you may
Prcsent sheep and chickens and goats to her father in order to
demonstrate to him that you are capable of Providing for her
on the level in which she is used to living. However, if you were
marrying rogaltg, you would present gipcs such as silver and
gold and costlg garments. But yet, hcgou were marrying distinct
royaltg, in which the woman was able to trace her rogal lineage
back a certain number of generations, you may be rcquircd to
Prcsent exotic gi{;ts from around the world. You must meet her

on her social level.
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In order to Properly understand the cross, you must recognize
that the cross was meant to EXpress to you your social status

from God'’s viewpoint:

“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed

(Purchascd) with corruptible things, as silver and golcl. ..
-1 Peter 1:18

Jesus made it clear to you that the objccts norma”g given to
earthlg rogalty as a mohar were far beneath what He considers
your status to be. Peter iml:)lies in Verse 18 that even valuable
earthlg items such as silver and gold would actua”g be aninsult

to Present to His bride.

So thcn, what did He use to Purchase us? In order to EXPress
to us how unique and sPecial we are to Him, He came up with
something to present as a mohar that was uniquc onlg to Him.
Something nobodg else would be able to duplicate, which
would express to us our true status in His eyes. The Fo“owing

verse (Verse 19), tells us:

“But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without sPot:” —1 Peter 1:19

So, we understand that what He devised as a mohar for the
church was His own Prccious, sinless blood, as of a lamb
without blemish and without sPot!
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It was because of this Purchased Price, that Paul wrote the
Fo”owing to the church:

know ye not that Yyeare not your own?

For yeare bought with a prxce therefore glorncy God in your

bocﬂg, and in your splrlt whxch are God’s.’
-1 Corinthians 6:19-20

Keg Parallel:

o The Prospective bridegroom would negotiate a mohar to
pay the bride’s father in order to establish a marriage
covenant whereby the woman would become his
betrothed. The value of the mohar would be on par with

the social status that the woman had.

o Jesus, through His death on the cross, Paid the mohar
that was needed (His own sinless blood) in order to
atone for the sins of all mankind that began with Adam.
He therebg Purchased the church as His betrothed with
a mohar of incomparable value, indicating to her the true

social status that she possesses in His sight.
3. Shiluhin = The Dowrg:
A dowrg (shiluhin, orin later Talmudic terms, necﬂunga or

nadan) is a transfer of Parental Property, giFts or money at the
marriage of a daughter. A dowrg contrasts with the related
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concept of a bride Price or mohar. While a bride Price or mohar
is a payment by the groom to the bride’s parents, a clowrg IS
the gi{;t of wealth transferred from the bride’s Family down to
the bride. She would bring this giﬁt with her into her new
marriage. In other words, it was a Weddinggi& from the father
to his daughter, the bride.

Upon lcaving her father, the Aaughter received this shiluhin as
a Partinggiﬁt. This concept is mentioned in passages such as
Genesis 2459, 29:24, 29, and 1 Kings 9:16.

In light of this definition of a dowrg, consider the Fo“owing
passages, which seem to describe the Holg SPirit as the

“clowrg” beinggiven to us from the Father...

“And 1 will pray the Father, and he shall give you another

Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;

Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive,

because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him;
for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.

But the Com{:ortcr, which is the Holu Ghost, whom the Father
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things) and bring all

things to your remcmbrance, whatsoever | have said unto 9ou.”
-John 14:16-18, 26
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“And, bchold, I send the promise of my Father upon you

(speaking of the Holg SPirit): but tarry ye in the city of
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.”
—Luke 24:49

In the Previous section, we coml:)ared the Holg SPirit to the
modern Practice of the bridegroom gving the bride an
engagement ring as a tgpe of down Payment on the wcdding.
But in terms of the ancient Hebrew wedding Practiccs, the Holg
SPirit seems to Para“cl the concept of the dowrgj being that it
comes from the Father and is given to the bride.

Keg Parallel:

o The father would present to his &aughter, the bride, a
dowrg of value that she would bring with her into the

marriage.

e Asthe Father, God Presented the Holg SPirit to the
bride as a dowrg that would seal her until the time of her

reclemption.
. Shiddukhin = The Proposal:
Shiddukhin can be defined as the carlg stage of the marriage

process in which the man and woman consensua”g Promise to

marry each other in thc guturc.
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The Talmud refers to the marriage Prol:)osal as shiddukhin.

In ancient times, much of the negotiation of the ketubah was
between the Prospcctive bridegroom and the woman’s father.
However, this could not be completed without the woman’s
Wi“ing consent. The bridegroom would have to aPProach the
woman in order to gain her agreement to marry. The betrothal

could not be com lctc Without the woman’s consent.
P

“And theg called Rebekah, and said unto her, wilt thou £0 with
this man? And she said, | will go.”
—Genesis 2458

As was customary) the man would pass acup of wine to the
woman, sgmbolizing covenant agreement. if the woman did not
Pick up the cup and drink, she was rcxcusing him. But if she
Picked up the cup and drank from it, she was accepting his

marriagc ProPosal.

After the bride accePted) the Family would Partakc in a festive

meal in celebration of the covenanted marriage.
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Acceptance of the marriagc to Jesus is a decision that can onlg

be done with one’s wi“ing consent.

“Behold, | stand at the cloor, and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with
him, and he with me.”

~Revelation 3:20

Andjust like the bride did not choose the groom, we did not
choose Christ.

“Ye have not chosen me, but | have chosen 9ou...”
~John 15:16a

S0, like the ancient Hebrew brides, we simply consented to the
marriage ProPosal. Regarding the drinking of the cup and the
celebratorg mcal, let’s understand Jesus at the Last SuPPer

spcaking to His disciplcs...

“After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had

suPPed, saging, this cup is the new testament in my blood: this

do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.

For as often as ye eat this brea&, and drink this cup, ye do
shew the Lord’s death till he come.”
-1 Corinthians 1:25-26
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In other words, Jesus was assuming the Position of a
Bridcgroom, te”ing His bride-to-be that by the drinking of the
cup, she is agreeing to His marriage Proposal. He establishes
this tradition of the Lord’s Supper meal to commemorate and
celebrate the marriage. Ancijust as the earthlg bridegroom
would leave after the bride’s agreement, in order to g0 prepare
a Place for hcr) and then later return, our hcavcnlg Bridcgroom
instructed us to do this in remembrance of Him until He returns
for us. 50, you should recognize that Participation in the
tradition we call “communion” is in actualitg a sgmbol of the

acccptance of the marriage covenant with Jesus.
Keg Parallel:

e The ancient Jewish bridegrooms would obtain marital
consent from the bride through the Partaking of a drink
of wine. The Famiig would then celebrate the agreement
with a festive meal. She did not choose him; he chose her,

8|’1Cl Si"IC agreed.

e Jesus established the tradition of the Lord’s SUPPer for
His bride the church, indicating to her that through the
drinking of the cup of wine, and the eating of the bread,
she is commemorating her agreement to His marriage
Prol:)osai. We did not choose Him; He chose us, and we

a ngCCl .

5. The Ketubah — The Marriage Covenant:
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Once the Pricc was Paid, and the bride had accep’ced, the
marriage covenant (ketubah) was established. The ketubah
included documentation of the mohar, dowrg, and the mutual

obligations between the bridcgroom and bride.

The ketubah also details the husband’s obligation to Providc
his wife with the necessities she needs — food, clothing, shelter,

etc. These are obligations origina“g demanded in the Torah
(Ex. 21:10).

Additiona”g, the ketubah Iags out the financial resources and
Possessions each person brings into the relationship, the
resPonsibilities of each Familg to the other, and Fina”g the
Penalties to be Paid should either side break off the covenant.

We understand that the Old Covenant, or gving of the Mosaic
Law to Israel on Sinai, was a marriage covenant or ketubah. so
then, we understand that the New Covenant (or New
Testament — the B'rit Chadashah) acts as the ketubah for
Christ’s bride the church. Let’s examine how...

Jesus Himself sets the conditions for the marriage:
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“ngc kecp my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even
as | have kePt my Father's commandments, and abide in his
love.

These things have | spoken unto you, that mgjoy might remain
in you, and that gourjog might be full.

This is my commandment) That ye love one another, as | have
loved you.

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lag down his life
for his friends.”

~John 15:10-13

Jesus sPeaks of the required obligations:

“Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least
commandmcnts, and shall teach men S0, he shall be called the
least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and
teach them, the same shall be called greatin the kingdom of
heaven.

For| say unto you, That except your righteousness shall
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall
in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.”

—~Matthew 5:19-20

“A new commandment | give unto you, That ye love one
anothcr; as | have loved you, that ye also love one another.”
—John 3:34

Jesus outlines His commitment to the rclationship:
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“Teacning them to observe all tnings whatsoever | have
commanded you: an&, lo, | am with you alwags, even unto the
end of the world. Amen.”

—~Matthew 28:20

Also} Jesus addresses financial and persona Issues (Mattncw
6:1-4, 25-34 11:28-30).

He also addresses Penalties for breal(ing the betrothal
contract (John 15:4-6, Matthew 7:21-23, Luke 8:18).

Fina“g, we are told about “Familg” duties to one another (Luke

1734, 27-37, Matthew 6:14-15) .

These are onlg afewof the many elements contained within the
New Testament — our betrothal contract — that Jesus gave to
His bride.

Keg Parallel:

e The ketuban was tne marriage contract tnat contained
details regarding the mutual obligations of the
bridegroom and bride.

e Asa Bridcgroom, Christ gave the church a legal
document containing all of the Provisions of the New
Covenant — the contract detailing our marriage

rclationship with Him.
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6. Kiddushin — Sanctification:

From the establishment of the ketubah and gorward, the man
and woman were regardcd Iega”g as husband and wiFe,
although the marriage ceremony had not get been Penformed
and therefore the marriage could not get be consummated
(Mal. 2:14, Mt. 1:18-19) .

At this time, the bride was declared to be consecrated or
sanctified — set apart — exclusivcly for her briclegroom. This is
reflected in one of the Hebrew words for betrothal —
“kiddushin,” which literallg means sanctification or

consecration.

In the same manner, the church has been declared as bcing

consecrated, sanctified, and set apart exclusivcly for Christ:

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the

church, and gave himself for it;
That he might sancthcu and cleanse it with the washing of water
bg the word,
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That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not
having spot, or Wrinklc, or any such thing; but that it should be
holu and without blemish.”

—EPhcsians 5:25-27

Keg Parallel:

e From the time the marriage was covenanted at the
establishment of the ketubah, the woman was considered
consecrated, sanctified, and set apart onlg for her

bri&cgroom.

o The church, as the bride, is declared to be sanctified,
cleansed, and set apart cxclusivelg for her bridegroom
Christ.

. Kesef — Bought With A Price:

Within the Hebrew tradition, being “bought” is not thought of
as though the woman was being Purchased like Propcrtg, but
rather the transaction is meant to confer a “changc of status.”
There are two ways of Purchasing somcthing in Jewish law: by
cash (kesef) or 139 barter (chaliphin). When something is
Purchased by barter, what has transpired IS simplg an
exchange of Propertg. However, when a transaction is made
for cash, the transaction can also effect a change of status.
The Jewish Talmud records emphatica”g that a woman cannot

be married through a barter transaction, because this would
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implg a change in ownership, and would give the woman the

status of a chattel (a Possession, or Personal Propcrtg).

However, for a cash (kese@ transaction, one does not actua”g
have to use cash. Any article of value can be used, such as a
coin, a ring, ajewcl, etc, and it must be given for its monetary
value and not as barter. The bridegroom IS changing the
bride’s status from that of a single woman to that of a married
one. The money 1s mcrelg a Iegal consideration that makes the

woman’s new status binding.

Jewish tradition teaches that in God’s marriage to Israel in the
old Testament, the wealth of the Eggptians was the “cash”
used to seal the betrothal upon the exodus from slaverg (Ex.
12:36) . Here too, God was not “buging” the Israclites, but
transForming their status to that of the Chosen Peoplc.

So, cluring the betrothal Pcriod, the Hebrew brides were
considered to be “bought with a Price” (the bride Price, or

“mohar?”) .
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In like manner, the church is considered “bought with a Price,”
that Price being the Pencect blood of the atoning death of
Christ.

“For ye are bought with a Price: therefore glori% God in your
bo&y, and in your sPirit) which are God’s.”
-1 Corinthians 6:20

Keg Parallel:

e The ancient Hebrew brides were considered “bought”
with the mohar — the bride Price — once the ketubah was
agrced upon.

o The church, as the bride of Christ, is considered “bought
with a Price,” that Price being the sPotIess, sinless blood
of our Bridegroom Christ.

. Mattan — Love Gifts:

During the betrothal Pcriod, it was common for the bridegroom
to present his future bride with special gi{:ts (mattan),
displaging his aPPrCCiation for her. Theg were also intended to
helP her remember him while he was away during the long
betrothal Periocl.
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“Ask me never so much dowrg and giFt (mattan — Strong's
#H4976), and I will give according as ye shall say unto me: but

givc me the damsel to wife.” ~Genesis 3412

In like manner, Jesus Presentc& His bride, the church, with a
number of unique giFts onlg aPPlicable to her. Some of the giFts
that Jesus gave us are the nine Gifts of the SPirit that are
accessible onlg to those who are filled with the Holg Ghost (1
Corinthians 12). These giFts given to the church are of a
suPernatural nature, rcminding the church of the su[:)ernatural
marriagc to be PerFormed one day with a suPernatural

Bridegroom.
Keg Parallel:

e During the long betrothal seParation, the ancient
Hebrew bridegrooms would present their future brides
with spccial gipcs that showed his affection for her. Theg
would hclp her to remember him while he was away making

Prcparations forthe we&ding.

e Jesus, our Bridcgroom, left His bride the church a
number of suPernatural giFts that onlg she has access to.
These ghcts helP us operate in the SPirit during the long
betrothal absence, and will stay with us until He comes

forus again.

9. Mkudeshet — The Betrothed Bride:
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After the marriage covenant was established, the bridegroom
left his bride at her home and returned to his father’s house,
where he remained separated from his bride for a Pcrio& of
time. A tgpical betrothal Period would last about 12 months, but
could be up to chars.

lntercstinglg, Scripturc compares 1,000 years to 1 dag to help
convey God’s Perception of time. We have been without our

Bridegroom for almost 2,000 years (since 3 A.D.).
Notice how the go”owing passage tells us that to God, 1,000
years is like a dag, and notice the context — His return. Also,

notice how the church — the bride — is addressed as “beloved.”

“And saging, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the

fathers fell asleep, all things continue as theg were from the
beginning of the creation.

For this theg Wi”ingly are ignorant of, that bg the word of God
the heavens were of OH, and the earth standing out of the
water and in the water:

Wherebg the world that then was, being overflowed with water,
Perished:

But the heavens and the earth, which are Nnow, bg the same
word are kcp’c in store, reserved unto fire against the dag of

juclgment and Perdition of ungodlg men.
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But, bcloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one dag IS

with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as

one dag.” -2 Peter 5:4-8

This Period of seParation would allow the bride time to gather

her trousseau and prepare for married life.

During this time, she Prcpared herself for the marrage. She
likelg had saved up money all her life for this time. She would
Purchase expcnsive Pergumes, cosmetics, and clothing and
keeP herself well Prepared should the bridegroom return.
Because she did not know exactl9 when he would return, she

had to be in a state of constant Prcparation and readiness!

During this betrothal Period while she awaited his return, she is
referred to as a mkudeshet — one who is betrothed, sanctified,
and dedicated to another

. This is how we, the church and bride of

Christ are suPPosed to await our E)riclegroom’s return.
“For| amjcalous over you with godlgjealousg: for 1 have
esPoused you toone husband, that | may Present youasa
chaste virgin to Christ.” -2 Corinthians 11:2

Keg Parallel:

e The ancient Hebrew brides would await the return of

their bri&cgrooms over a betrothal Pcriod of about 1-2
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years. The bride was scParate& and dedicated to her
bridegroom throughout this Pcriod. During this time,
theg would make all Preparations for the inexact time of

his return and be ready to leave with him when he arrived.

e As Christ’s bride, the church has endured ncarlg 2,000
years awaiting her Bridcgroom. During this time, she is
told to stay separated and dedicated to Christ onlg, and
eagerlg await His return. Now is our time to make the
necessary Preparations, as we will have to be ready to
dcpart with Him immcdiatclg at the rapture — the catching
away of the church. Since we dor’t know exactly when

this will occur, we must remain readg at all times!
10.Cheder — The Bride Chamber:

Concerning the Pre-—wcdding Prcparations made by the
bridegroom, much would need to be complctcd before it would
be time to receive his bride. Once back at his father’s house,
he would begin the task of the construction of the cheder —
the bride chamber, tgpica“y as a room added onto his father’s
house. The bridegroom would norma”g leave the bride bg
Promising that he was going back to his father’s house to
prepare a Placc for hcr, and that he would then return to
receive her at an inexact time in the future (tgpica”g about 1-2

gcars) )
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In like manner, Jesus, before His crucifixion, made the Promise
of a bridegroom to His disciples who would soon become the
foundation of His future church. He had been warning the
&isciples of His coming &epaﬁure and death, and gave them a

comForting Promise.

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also
in me.

In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not 50, |

would have told you. lgo to prepare a place for you.

And if | g0 and prepare a place for you, | will come again, and

»

receive you unto musehc; that where | am, there ye may be also.
~John 14:1-3

This was Jesus’ first Promise of what the disciples would later
learn to recognize as the rapture, and He Presented it using
the Phraseologg of a Bridcgroom. The word “mansion” here in
Greek refers to a lodging, a dwe”ing-lalace, or a room (mone -
Strong's #GH438).

S0, Jesus, as a Bridegroom, is Promising His bride that He will
prepare a room (or bride chamber) in His Father’s house, for

us to consummate the marriage with Him.

Keg Parallel:

71



e Oncethe bridegroom returned back to his father’s
house, the construction of the bride chamber would be
initiated. This room would tgpica“g be added onto the
father’s house. The bridegroom would have left his
future bride bg Promising that he was going to prepare
the bride chamber for her and would be back to receive
her at the aPPointed time.

e Jesus, in like manner, declared His intention to make this
very Preparation during our long betrothal Periocl while
we, His bride, await His return to receive us. He Promised

that he would return to receive us at the aPPointed time.
1. Mikvah — BaPtism:

The bride would also be rcquircd to Partake ina cleansing bath
(mikvah). Mikvah is in cgect, the Hebrew word used for
baPtism, rcFerring to a reservoir of water. To this day, a

conservative Jewish bride cannot marry without a mikvah.

This ritual Puriﬁcation indicates a sel:)aration from a former
way to a new way. In the case of marriage, it indicates leaving an

old life for a new life with your spouse.
In like manner, Jesus commanded us to be baPtized both in the

Phgsical sense, bﬂ immersion in water in His name, but also

Promised a ComForter tnat woulcl come. He lct us know that
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this Comforter was His very own SPirit called the Holy Ghostj
which the believer would become sPirituany “bal:)tized” into.

“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every

one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the gi{;t of the Holg Ghost.”
—~Acts 2:38

“John answered, saying unto them all, 1 indeed baptize you with
water; but one mightier than | cometh, the latchet of whose

shoes | am not worthg to unloose: @ (Jesus) shall baptize you
with the Holu Ghost and with fire:”
—Luke 3.16

Although there are many other passages that discuss both
SPirit and water baptism) we recognize that the two above
verses are rePrcsentativc of the New Testament commands
rcgarding baptism. Jesus spoke of a new birth exPerience
consisting of both SPirit and water baPtism (John 3). However,
itis imPerative to recognize that water baptism sPechcicang, IS
an absolutelg necessary requirement,just as a cleansing mikvah

was for the ancient Hebrew brides.

Jesus, through the writings of the Apostle Paul, declares the

Fo”owing saying, concerning His bride...

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the

church, and gave himself for it;
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That he might sancthcg and cleanse it with the washing of water
bu the word,” -F:Phesians 5:25-26

Keg Parallel:

e The ancient Hebrew brides, as well as many modern
Jewish brides, were required to cleanse themselves in a

Purigging ritual mikvah Prior to the we&ding.

e Jesus commanded His bride, the church, to be cleansed
and have our sins washed away in the waters of bal:)tism,
but also to be baptized with the Holy Ghost.

12. Shoshvinin — The Wedcﬂing Partg:

One of the iml:)ortant Preparations for the weclding IS choosing
the members of the Wed&ing Partg (shoshvinin) .The Wed&ing
Partg would include the best man, the maid or matron of honor,
the ushers or male attenclants, and the bridesmaids or female
virgin attendants. In ancient times, an individual member of the

Wedding Partg was known as a shoshvin.

In addition to the wedding party, there would also tgpicallg be
a largc number of guests that would attend. The guests could

include members of the Familg and those in the communitg.
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ScriPture gjves us some indication as to the i&cntitg of at least
one of the shoshvinin in the hcavcnlg marriage between Christ
and the church. John the E)al:)tist, one of the last Old
Testament Jewish saints, identified himself as the “friend of the
Bridegroom” (John 3:29), or in modern terms, the “best man.”

“He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the
bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth grcatlg

because of the bri&egroom’s voice: this my oy therefore is
J

fulfilled.” ~John3:29

In other words, John the E)aptist does not claim to be Part of
the bride. We understand this further 139 Jesus’ statement in
Matthew 11:11:

“Vcrilg J say unto you, Among them that are born of women

there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptls’c

notw:thstanclmg he that is least in the klngdom o1c heaven is
greater than he.”
~Matthew 11:11

S0, Jesus made it clear that there was coming a group, of which
John was not a Part) of whom even the least would be greater.
We understand later that this is due to the Holg SPirit
endowment in each member of the church. Jesus theregore,
makes a clear distinction between OT saints and the church.
John was one of the last OT saints, and was not a Part of the
church. Instead, John (knowing this) identified himself as the

“best man.”
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What about the ch&ingguests? To sPeculate on who theg
might be, we must ask the ques’tion, “who else will be in heaven
that is not part of the bride?” The most likclg candidate group
is the Old Testament saints. The souls of the Old Testament

saints (though get unresurrected -

) will be in heaven.

So, itis Possible that the weddinggucsts may be the souls of
the Old Testament saints. Theg are the friends of the
Bridegroom, who are likclg also the ones invited as guests to
the later marriage supper (which we will discuss later) upon

receiving their resurrection bodies (Dan. 12:2, Mt. 8:11).
Key Parallel:

 Inancient time, any tgpical wedding party would have a
best man, as well as a number of male and female
attendants for the bridcgroom and bride. There would
be a large number of guests from the families and
surrounding communitg who would attend and celebrate

the wedding.

o ScriPturC describes John the Baptist — one of the last
OT saints — as the “best man.” We can then make an
educated guess as to the identitg of the other Wedding
guests. Jesus called John the greatest man ofthe OT
Period, and therefore it makes sense whg he is the “best
man.” So then if he were the greatest of the OT saints, it
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would make sense that the souls of the other OT saints

would be the weddinggucsts.
15. Nesuin — The Taking of the Bride:

When the marriage chamber was readg, the father inspectcd it,
and if it was suitable, he would tell his son the bri&egroom that
he could go receive his bride! This was tgl:)icallg done }39 a
Procession consisting of the bridegroom in festive attire and
accompanied by his male escorts, called minyan — Strong’s
#H4510 (Jucﬂgcs 1411, Jeremiah 7:34).

The bridegroom and his Proccssion would often approach at

night, conducting a torch-lit Procession to the home of the
bride.

Although the bride was expecting her groom to come for her)
she did not know the exact time of his coming. To maintain her
readiness, she may keep an oil lamP lit through the night. As
the Procession aPProached the home of the bride, ata
distance, a shofar (a ram’s horn trumpet} would be blown, and
there would be shouts to alert the bride that “the bridegroom

cometh!”
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She would be Prcpared and readg, and would use these last
moments to gather her bclongings and be ready to immecﬂia’celg

leave with her bridcgroom.

“My beloved spakc, and said unto me, Rise up, my love, my fair

one, and come awag.” —5ong of Solomon 2:10

The arrival of the groom at the bride's house signaled his
intention of “taking her to wife.” This act of “taking” orina
sense romantica”g abduc’cing the bride was referred to as

nesuin, which Iitera“g means “tal(ing.”

And that’s the romantic part - all Hebrew brides were “stolen.”
The Jews had a special understan&ing of a woman’s heart.
What a thrill for her, to be “abducted” and carried off into the
night, not bg a stranger, but 139 one who loved her so much that
he had Pai& a high Price and made great Prel:)aration for her.

The bride is escorted bg Procession back to the bridegroom’s
Father’s house in a bridal litter or Palanquin called an aPerion
in Hebrew (Strong’s #H668) . This aPerion is mentioned in Song
of Solomon %:9~10:

“King Solomon has made for himself a Palanquin (aPcrion)
From the [cedar] wood of Lebanon.

He made its posts of silver,
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Its back of gold,

Its seat of Purple cloth,

The interior lovinglg and intricately Wrought
By the daughters of Jerusalem.”

-Song, of Solomon 3:9-10 (AMP)

After the groom and his wedding Proccssion received his bride
togcthcr with her female attendants (Virgin bridesmaids, Ps.
45:1%-15, Mt. 25:1-13) the enlarged Wedding Party would then
return from the bride’s home back to the groom’s fathers
house (Gen. 24:67).

Just as the briclegroom would come for the bride at any time,
often at night, and with a shout and sound of the shofar, in like

manner, the Lord will return as a Bridegroom for the church:

“And at mi&night there was a cry made, Behold, the

bridegroom cometh; g0 ye out to meet him.”
—Matthew 25:6

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and
the dead in Christ shall rise first:

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up togcther
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air: an& so shall
we ever be with the Lord.”

~1 Thessalonians 4:16-17
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Just as the taking of the bride was accomplishcd bg a
Procession of the groom and male escorts from the groom’s
father’s house to the home of the bride, so the taking of the
church will be accomplishch bg the Bridegroom, Christ, along
with a Procession of angels from the “Father’s house” in

heaven.

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and
the dead in Christ shall rise first:

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall
we ever be with the Lord.”

-1 Thessalonians 4:16-17

“And if | g0 and prepare a Place for you, | will come again, and

receive you unto musel{:; that where | am, there ye may be also.”

—John 143

Keg Parallels:

e Atthe time appointe& 139 the bridegroom’s father, a
Proccssion would be conducted to g0 and abduct the
bride! Often, this would be done at night, bg the light of
torches. The briclegroom, Hanked 139 his attendants,
would aPProach the bride’s home. As he drew near,
shofars would be sounded, and theg would shout to alert
her that he was coming! Upon arrival, the bride would be
taken bg the Procession, Placed in a bridal litter, and
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brought back to the briclegroom’s father's house amidst

great rejoici ng,

o Atthe time aPPointcd of the I:ather, Jesus — our
Bridegroom — will appear at a time unknown to us (magbe
at midnight) with a shout, a trumpet, and a Procession of
angels to “raPture” us out of this world and bring us back
to His Father’s house for the we&ding ceremony!

14 Kallah — The Bride:

On the Wedding dag, the bridegroom - and csPecia”g the bride
(kallah) - would be elaboratelg clothed. From ancient times,
Jewish couplcs would be treated like rogaltg on this dag. The

bride and groom were both given bridal crowns to wear-.

“Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold |<ing Solomon
with the crown wherewith his mother crowned him in the dag of
his espousals, and in the dag of the gladness of his heart.”
~Song of Solomon A:11

So even from this ancient account in the Song of Solomon, we
recognize that it was customary for the bride and groom to

wear crowns on the dag of their We&Aing.
The Weéding dag is the bride’s special dag, and she is treated

accordinglg. Itis also a very ancient custom for a Jewish bride

to sit on a “throne” at her recePtion.
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From ancient to modern times, every Jewish bride is bedecked
like a queen. The Jewish Midrash sPcakS of tWCﬂtg-]COUF
adornments mentioned in Isaiah 3:18-24 that were customary
for the ancient Hebrew brides to be beautified with on their
Wedding dag . Evergthing was done to make the
bride as Iovelg as Possiblc for this sPecial dag.

“ will grcatlg rcjoice in the Lord, my soul shall bejoggul in my
God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he
hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, asa
bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride
adorneth herself with herjiewels.” —Isaiah 61:10

The bride imagery in the go“owing excerpt from Ezekiel 16 is
also indicative of the mz?jestic Preparation and adornment of
the ancient Hebrew bride, describing the marriage between
God and Israel:

“Now when | Passed bg thee) and looked upon thce, behold,
thg time was the time of love; and | sPread my skirt over thee,
and covered thg nakedness: yea, | sware unto thee, and
entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord God, and
thou becamest mine.

Then washed I thee with water; yea, J throughly washed away
thg blood from thee, and 1 anointed thee with oil.
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| clothed thee also with broidered work, and shod thee with
badgers’ skin, and lgirde& thee about with fine linen, and |
covered thee with silk.

I decked thee also with ornaments, and | Put bracelets upon
thg hands, and a chain on thg neck.

And | put ajewel on thg forehead, and earrings in thine ears,
and a beautiful crown upon thine head.

Thus wast thou decked with gold and silver; and thg raiment
was of fine linen, and silk, and broidered work; thou didst eat
fine flour, and honcy, and oil: and thou wast exceeding
beautiful, and thou didst prosper into a kingdom.

And thg renown went forth among the heathen for thg beautg:
for it was Pcr{:ect through my comeliness, which I had put upon
thee) saith the Lord God.”

-Ezekiel 16:8-14

So, we understand that on her Wed&ing dag, an ancient
Hebrew bride was treated like she was a queen at her

coronation.

One of the most exciting of the chcling Prcl:)arations for the
bride is choosing her Wedding dress. As in most modern
culturcs, the traditional color of the chdinggown forthe
ancient Hebrews has alwags been white, denoting Puritg from

sin
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Concerning Christ and His bride the church, we find the same
bridal imagery described. We find that both Christ and the
church will be wearing crowns. The Fo”owing passage from
Revelation 14 describes the Bridegroom, Christ, coming out of
the bridal chamber to visitjuclgment upon the earth — and He is

Wearing a crown:

“And | looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud

one sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden

crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.”
-Revelation 1414

The church is also Promiseci a crown at this time:

“Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,

which the Lord, the righteousjudge, shall give me at that dag:

and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his

aEECaring” -2 Timothg 4.8

“And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a

crown of gloru that fadeth not awag.”
-1 Peter 5:4

We also find that like the ancient Hebrew couPIe on their
Wedding dag, the dcscription of the church’s future is
Portragcd as being rogal:

“But yearea chosen gcncration, a rogal Priesthoo&, an holg
nation, a Peculiar Pcople; that ye should shew forth the Praises
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of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous
light;” -1 Peter 2:9-10

The Fo“owing Passagc tells us OF the rogal nature 01(: thc
Bridegroom, Christ:

“And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written,
King Of Kings, And Lord Of Lords.”
—Revelation 19:16

So, the identitg of the E)ridegroom is that of the highcst
rogaltg conceivable. If the church is His bride, then the church
is going to be the bride of the most rogal and magni{:icent
Wedding that has ever taken Place. The churchis marrying the
Pinnacle of rogaltyl

Like the Hebrew brides, the church will also sit on a throne:

“To him that overcometh will | grant to sit with me in my throne,

even as | also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his

throne.” —Revelation .21

We also find that the bride, the church, is given her white
wedcﬂing dress:

“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him: for the

marriagc of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself

readg{.
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15.

And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine

Iinen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of

saints.” —Revelation 19:7-8

Keg Parallel:

e The ancient Hebrew couPle bcing wed was treated like
royaltg on their Weclding dag. Thcg sat on “thrones” at
their reception. Theg were dressed in magniﬁcent
wedding aPParel and were gjven crowns. The bride was

bedecked in a beautiful white wcdding gown.

e The bride of Christ, the church, is also royaltg, as she will
be married to the “King of kings and Lord of Lords.” This
will be a rogal Wedding of the highest magnitudcl She will
wear a crown, be seated on a throne, and have on a white

weddinggown.
Chuppah — Concealed in the chding Chamber:

UPon their arrival at the father’s house, the bridegroom would
take his bride to the Wedding chamber (chuppah - Strong’s
#H2646) in the cheder (Strong’s #H2315), or room he had
Prepared (Psalm 19:5, Joel 2:16) .

These terms chuppah and cheder may be used
interchangeablg, but for our purposes here, we will define

Chuppah as the wedding chamber in which the marriage would
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be consummated through Phgsical union. The tradition of the
Chuppah is one that has changed and evolved signiﬁcantlg over
time, but is still in use in a modern form in contemporary Jewish
Weddings. Todag, the tradition of the chuppah s rePrcsented
bg a canopy under which the bride and groom stand cﬂuring the
wed&ing ceremony (often a cloth upheld bg four Polcs).

But in ancient times, it was in this chamber that the couple
would sPen& seven dags hidden away while the Wedciing
celebration continued for that entire week (Judges 14:12). This
is referred to as the “seven days of the chuPPaH”

There, inthe Privacg of the chuPPah, the bride and groom
entered into Physical union for the first time. The briclegroom’s
best man would wait outside the door of the chding chamber.
When the marriage was consummated through their intimate
union, the bridegroom would tell the best man, and he would
announce it to the assembled guests. UPon hearing the good
news, the WC&Aingguests remained in the groom’s father’s
house for the next seven dags, celebrating with a great

Wedding feast.
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The modern Practice otgichud is the custom of the married

couPle enjogiriga short Period of Privacg after the ceremony
. This custom also seems to look back to the

ancient Practice of tiaving seven dags concealed in the

CI"IUPPa"‘I.

The Shivat Y’mei Mishteh, or Seven Days of Feasting, are said
to have been ordained bg Moses, and are a custom that is
ttiougtit to go back to Patriarctial times. These teasting clags
serve as a focal Point for communal rejoicirig and for the
couPle to begin their married life togettier while in the IaP of
the community. This Practice is still observed bﬂ traditional
Jews todag. In modern Jewish Practice, during the Seven Days
of I:easting, the bride and groom do not wor|<, nor may ttiey be
involved in business transactions of any kind. Ttieg only eat,
drink, and rejoice with each other. Each dag, close relatives or
friends host the married couPle for a festive meal, which is

Punctuatecl bﬂ singing and rejoicing.

This modern Practice is taken from the ancient Hebrew
wedding tradition of the seven dags of concealment in the
ctiuPPati, while the weddingguests celebrated in the father’s

house for the entire week.
Like the ancient Hebrew brides, ScriPture describes a bridal

week for the church in which we will be in the wedding chamber

with our Bridegroom, Jesus. Biblical esctiatology describes a
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final /-year Pcriod of time that is connected with the Jewish
People sPechCicallg (Daniel 9. This chapter in Daniel describes
time in Perio&s of “weeks,” which is a common Hebraic
expression for a Period of seven (in this case, 9ears). This time
Period is also described thoroughlg in Revelation, and some
refer to it as the Tribulation. This last /-year “week” of time,
espcciaug the last half of it (ca“ed the “Great Tribulation” bg
Jesus in Matthew 24:21) | is a time of great trouble, and is
characterized bg the wrath, or inclignation of God. Pre-
Tribulational eschatologg, (which turns out to be the
eschatological Perspcctivc that best aligns with the tgpologg of
the Jewish wedding} asserts that Scripture teaches that the
rapture, or catching away of the church, will happcn Prior to
this seven-year Period. So according to that pattern, while the
Jewish PCOPIC’S final “week” is taldng Place on earth, Jesus
and His bride, the church, will celebrate their marriage “week”

in our heavenlg chuppah, hidden away from view!
Though the church was unknown to the Old Testament
audience, we find Prophctic allusions to the heavenlg chuPPah

in the Fo”owing passages:

“Come, my Pcople, enter thou into thu chambers, and shut thu

doors about thee: hide thuselF as it were for a little moment,

until the mdlgnatlon be overpast

For, behold the Lord cometh out of his placc to punlsh the
inhabitants of the earth for their quuntu the earth also shall
disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.”
~Isaiah 26:20-2
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This passage describes a special group of People being
brought into God’s “chambers,” for a Pcrio& of time, until the
“indignation” (OT term for the Tribulation) is over. It then
describes the Lord coming out of “his Place” to Punish the
inhabitant of the earth, which we know will naPPen at His
Second Coming. In other words, this passage could mean that
we will be sai:clg concealed in our hcavcnlg wedding chamber
with Christ for one “week” (in other words, seven 9ears), while
the Tribulation is happening on earth. At the end of this seven
years, Christ returns to earth at the Second Coming to bring
Justice and establish His Millennial Kingdom.

The same theme of the Lord coming out of His chambers to
visitjudgment on the earth at this time is spoken of in Joel 2,
spcaking Prophctica”y of the “Day of the Lord.” It then
sPcakS of a bridegroom coming out of his chamber and a bride

1Crom I"ICF CI’]UPPa!"I.

“And the Lord shall utter his voice before his army: for his
camp is very great: forheis strong that executeth his word: for

the dag of the Lord is great and very terrible; and who can
abide it?

Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctigg afast, call a solemn
asscmblg:

Gather the Pcople, sancti% the congregation, assemble the
elders, gatner the Children, and those that suck the breasts: lc_t

90



the bridegroom g0 forth of his chambcr, and the bride out of
her closet (chuppah) > ~Joel 2:11,15-16

|et’s examine another Prophetic OT passage that Points toa
select group of God’s People avoiding the Tribulation in the
Dag of the Lord bﬂ bcing concealed.

“Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, which have
wrought his 'udgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it
may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s anger.”
~Zephaniah 23

It would seem as though this passage IS rchrring to the same
group of Pcople who are Protectcd (or excmptecb from the
Tribulation by being hidden in God’s chambers (thc Isaiah
26:20 Passage). We know from later New Testament passages
that the church is not aPPointeA to God’s Tribulation wrath,
making the church a likelg candidate for this group of Peoplc.
The Fo“owing passage written !:)3 Paul to the church identifies
this same Period of the “Day of the Lord,” and sPechCicallg
identifies the church as being exempt from it.

“For 9oursclves know Pergectlg that the clau of the Lord so

cometh as a thief in the night.

But ye, brethren, are notin darkness) that that dag should

overtake you as a thief.
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For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain
salvation bg our Lord Jesus Christ,”
-1 Thessalonians 5:2, 4, 9

Another verse describing ones bcing hidden during this Perio&
is Psalm 27:5.

“For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: inthe

secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he sha” set me up

upon a rock.” —Psalm 275

Again, this verse describes bcing hidden during “the time of
trouble.” This is another term dcscribing the Tribulation Period
in the Day of the Lord, also called the “time of Jacob’s
trouble” in Jeremiah 20.7.

“Alas! for that dag is great, so that none is like it: it is even the
time of Jacob's trouble, but he shall be saved out of it.”
—Jeremiah 30:7

Again, this is a passage regcrring to the Day of the Lord.
Jacob) whose name was changed to lsracl) was the father of
the twelve sons who became the twelve tribes of Israel. In other
words, this passage s saging that the nation Israel will g0
through this Tribulation Period, though at the end, theg will be
saved. So, itis clear that the nation Israel cannot be the sukﬁec’c
of all of the Previous passages dcscribinga sPechCic group of
People being cxemp’ce&, or hidden from the Tribulation Pcriod.
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Note: You must recognize that God is not finished with Israel. He will
still get her back, though as a nation she will not be part of Jesus’
bride the church. Be mindful of an imPortant distinction — national
Israel vs. the church. The church is the bride of Christ, and includes
all PCOPIC, both Jews and Gentilcs, between the Dag of Pentecost
and the Rapture, who have obcged the gospel. It is true that the
Gentile nations were “grapced into” the spiri’cual Promises and dcsting
of Israel. But it is also true that God’s ultimate purpose was never to
onlg have one nation, but rather to work through one selected nation
(lsrael) in order to cvcntua”9 fulfill His ultimate purpose of saving all
of humanitg and bringing all nations into covenant relationship (the
New Covenant). KCCP in mind that the church onlg includes those
saved through obedience to the gospcl from the Day of Pentecost
until the rapture. Saved individuals before and after that (such as the
oT Patriarchs) are not part of the church. These righteous Israelites
who lived before Pentecost are the rightcous comPonent of National
Israel. The unbclieving component of National Israel (those who do
not accept Jesus as their Messiah and obeg Christ’s gospel) during
this church age Period, will never be part of the church. However,
during the final /-year “week” (the Tribulation Perio& that we are
discussing), God will save a remnant out of Israel. The distinction to
recognize is they will not be part of the church. The church will be
over and gone from Earth at that Point) as the church age will have
closed with the rapture, and God’s timeclock will shift back over
toward Israel again for the final 7/ years (Daniel’s 70t Week) . These
remnant Jews will be “saved” in a way similar to righteous Israclites

bcing saved Prior to the church. Let’s continue...
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“Alas! for that dag is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of
Jacob’s trouble (the final /-year Periocl, or “Tribulation”), but he
shall be saved out of it.” ~-Jeremiah 30:7

“And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the Lord, two
parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left
therein.

And 1 will bring the third Par't through the Fire, and will refine them as
silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: theg shall call on my

name, and I will hear them: 1 will say, It Is my peoplc: and theu shall say,
The Lord is my God.” -Zechariah 13:8-9

So, we see that God will save the Jewish remnant at the end of the
Great Tribulation. In fact, we find that one of the main purposes of
the Tribulation is to drive Israel to repentance. Their repentance and
turning to their true Messiah turns out to be a Pre~conclition for
Christ’s return to earth (the Second Coming) with His bride to set up

His Millennial reign.
“| (God speal(ing) will £0 and return to my Place, till theg acknowledge
their oﬂ:ence, and seek my face: in their affliction theg will seek me

earlg.” —~Hosea 5:15

This word “earlg” actua”g means “carnestlg.”

S0, we've taken a brief detour to explore and understand this asPect
of end times Prophecg that fits in (grom a timing Pcrspcctivc) with the
tgpologg of the Jewish chding rituals. Before moving on to the next

94



Point, let’s do a quic‘( review of the keg Para”els involving the
chuppah.

Keg Parallel:

e The ancient Hebrew brides were “abducted” !:)3 their
bridcgrooms) and carried bg Procession to the father’s
house. Upon arrival at the father’s house, the ancient
Hebrew bridegrooms would take their brides into the
Privacg of the chding chamber — the chuppah —for
seven clags. In the Privacg of the chuppah, theg would
consummate the marriage through intimate union. The
bride would then stay concealed in the chuppah for the

remainder of the Week, as the guests celebrated.

e The bride of Christ will be ral:)tured, or lifted up off the
earth to be carried away to our hcavenlg Weclding
chamber where we will spend “one week” (seven gears) ,
concealed and hidden away with our E)ridegroom. While
the bride of Christ is in the bridal chamber with Jesus,

the rest of the world will face seven years of Tribulation.
16. Mishteh — The Wecﬂding Feast:

After seven dags in the Wedding chamber, the ancient Hebrew
bride and bridegroom would emerge and Participate ina
wedding feast (mishteh — S’crong’s #H4960) with their guests.

T!"IC bride’s VCil WOUld ]Z)C removecﬂ SO that evcrgonc COUld see
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her. The end of this feast would conclude the Wed&ing

celebration.

In like manner, Fo”owing the seven years inour heavenlg
chuPPah while the Tribulation was taking Place on earth, Jesus
Christ will return to earth (the Second Coming} with His

unveiled bride, the church, to also celebrate with a marriage

Su PPCF.

“And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are thcy which are called
unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me,

These are the true sagings of God.

And I saw heaven oPened, and behold a white horse; and he
that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in
rightcousncss he dothjuclgc and make war.

His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many
crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he
himself.

And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his
name is called The Word of God.

And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white
horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.”

—Revelation 19:9, 11-14

Here in Revelation 19, we see that Fo”owing the seven-year
Tribulation, Jesus will return at His Second Coming with His
unveiled bride to earth to executejudgment on earth and then
Participatc in the “marriage supper of the Lamb.” We know His
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bride is with Him, as we see her described as being “clothed in
fine linen, white and clean,” which was the dcscription of the

bride given onlg afew verses earlier in Verse 8:

“And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine

Iinen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of

saints.” —Revelation 19:8

We also find Old Testament Prophetic mention of Christ at His
Second Coming being described as a bridegroom coming out
of his bridal chamber, bringing His bride with Him:

“Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holg
mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the dag
of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at hand;

Blow the trumpet in Zion, sancti{:g afast, call a solemn

asscmblg:

Gather the Pcople, sancti% the congregation, assemble the
elders, gather the Children, and those that suck the breasts: lc_t
the bridegroom g0 forth of his chambcr, and the bride out of
her closet.” ~Joel 2:1,15-16

“Come, my pcople, enter thou into thu chambcrs, and shut thu

doors about thee: hide thuselF as it were for a little moment,

until the mdlgnatlon be overpast

For, behold the Lord come’ch out of his place to pumsh the
inhabitants of the earth for their quunty the earth also shall
disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.”
~Isaiah 26:20-2
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In addition, there is a reference in Psalm 19,in which the rising

sunis a Prol:)hetic shadow of Jesus Christ:

“In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,

Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber

(chuppah}, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race.”
-Psalm 19:4b-5

An article on Psalm 19:5 in the “Sermon Bible Commentary”
says the go“owing:

“As Christ is a Sun to His Church bg His glorious abiding init,
s0 the manner in which He came to be so is likened by the

Divine Psalmist to a bridegroom coming out of his chamber.”

This is not the onlg instance where the Messiah is likened to
the Phgsical sun. Jesus as the Messiah is also Plainlg called the
“Sun of Righteousness” in Malachi 4:2.

Keg Parallel:
e The ancient Hebrew bridal couPle would emerge after

seven dags hidden away in the chuppah and Participate
ina ch&ing feast with their guests.
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e Afterthe seven years in the heavenlg chuppah, Jesus
Christ will come out of His wedding chamber as a

Bridegroom, bringing His bride the church with Him.
17. Yachad - A New Life Together:

The Hebrew word 3achacl mcaning “togetherncss” or
“unitedness” (Strong’s #H%162), is an ideal description for the
Ju5t~married couple as theg begin their new life together as

one.

“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and
shall cleave unto his wife: and theu shall be one flesh.”
~Genesis 2:24

Since the very begirming of the Biblical tradition, the thought
rcgarding the marital union was alwags one of unitg and

togctherness. The two PCOPIC become one, through marriagc.

I:o”owing the sevcn~dag marriage celebration, and marriage
feast, the bridegroom and his bride would goto the home that
the bridegroom had Prcviouslg Prel:)ared. Theg would bcgin
their new life togcther as husband and wife.

As a future married coul:)le, Christ and the church will also be
brought together as one. Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians,
actua“g quotes the above passage from Genesis. Notice how

Paul first describes the unitg and togcthcmess of Christ and
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the church, and then reveals that the Genesis 2:24 Passage’s
dccper meaning istoactasa tgpe of Christ and the church:

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the

church, and gave himself for it;

That he might sancthcg and cleanse it with the washing of water
bg the word,

That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not
having spot, or Wrinklc, or any such thing; but that it should be
holg and without blemish.

So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that
loveth his wife loveth himself.

FFor no man ever 9et hated his own Hcsh; but nourisheth and
cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:

For we are members of his bo&u, of his Hesh, and of his bones.

For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and
shall be joined unto his WhCC, and theu two shall be one flesh.
Thisis ;great mystery: but | sPcak concerning Christ and the
M.” -F:Phesians 5:25-32

At the end of the final /-year “chk,”just as the briclegroom
and his bride would leave the marriage supper to go to the
home the bridegroom had Preparcd, so Jesus and His bride will
depart for their new home) the new Jerusalem (though this

city’s appearance seems to be ost~Mi”enniab.
Y sapp P

“And | John saw the holg citg, new Jerusalcm, coming down

From GOd out O1C heaven, PFCPEBFCCI as a bride adorncd 1COT' !"ICF
husband.
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And 1 heard a great voice out of heaven saging, Bchold, the
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and
theg shall be his People, and God himself shall be with them,
and be their God.

And God shall WiPe away all tears from their eyes; and there
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
there be any more Pain: for the former things are Passecﬂ

awag.” —Revelation 21:2-4

The new Jerusalem was beautiﬁx”g adorned as a bri&e, John
said, because it will be the eternal home of Christ’s bride. The
author of Hebrews told us that the Patriarchs looked for a citg
whose builder and maker was Gocl, and that a heavenlg citg was
being Prcpared (Hebrews 11:10, 16). He goes on to say that the
churchis seeking the “hcavcnlg Jerusalem” and “the city to
come” (Hebrews 12:22; Hebrews 1%:14).

The Scriptures noted throughout this studg make it clear that
the bride is the church and that the city called the new
Jerusalem is being Prcpared for the bride of Christ. This will be
the home for His eternal bride. The bride of Christ will then be
with her Bridegroom for all of eternity.

«_.and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”

-1 Thessalonians 4:17b

Keg Parallel:
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o Afterthe marriage week and the feast, the ancient
Hebrew Couples would bcgin their new lives togethcr in
the home that the bri&cgroom had Prepared. Theg would
exhibit togetherness and unity — being considered “one”

through marital union.

o The rclationship between Christ and the church is one of
togctherness and unity. We are considered part of His
bo&y, and we are to cleave together as one. I:o”owing
the final “week” on earth and subsequent marriage Feast)
Christ and the church will finish out the Millennium and

then continue into the ctcmal state together Forcver.
~Conclusion:

As we close out our examination of this toPic, keep in mind all of the
incredible tgpological Para“cls between the ancient Hebrew We&ding
traditions and the marriage of Jesus Christ and His bride, the church.
In this review, we aimed at rel:)resenting the kcg Para”els, but we
certainlg acknowledge that many additional we&ding subtleties are
also embedded within the Biblical text — Possiblg some waiting to yet

be discovered!

From the pattern of the ancient Hebrew Wed&ing Practices, we see
that, like the bridegroom of ancient times, Jesus came to the home of
His future bride for the betrothal, established a covenant with His
bride, sealed it with a glass of wine, Pai& for the bride Price with His
blood, sanctified her, and sent His bride giFts of the Holg SPirit. We,
the betrothed (Christ’s church) currentlg await the return of our
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Bridcgroom to abduct us away to the wedding chamber (at the
raPture) to sPend seven years hidden away with Him (While the
Tribulation occurs on earth). We will then celebrate the Marriage
Suppcr of the Lamb and {:o”owing the Millennial reign on earth,

dcpar’c with our Bri&egroom to our eternal home, the new Jerusalem!

Our task at hand is all about readiness. Just like the ancient Hebrew
brides waited and Preparcd during the long betrothal Pcriod for their
bridcgroom’s return, we must also wait and prepare for the soon

return of our Bridegroom, Christ.

“Let us be glad and réjoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage
of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.”
—Revelation 19:7-9
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The Work Of The Lord Vs. The Lord Of The work

Let us now begin to transition our focus to the moclern~da3 church.
With this bacl«iroP of understanding Now in Place - that we are
Christ’s betrothed awaiting His return, let’s take a closer look at

some Practical aPPlications of that knowledge.

The ultimate purpose of the information conveyed within this studg s
to establish the correct mindset and tninking within the church.
Without the benefit of understanoing God’s purpose froma
Panoramic viewPoint, itis easy to have human Priorities that do not
align with God’s Priorities. We must learn to think like Him. One of the
Primarg examPles of misPIaced Priorities s Portragecﬂ in Jesus’
exPerience with Marg and Martha. We find this account in Luke 10:38-
42

“Now it came to pass, as ttieg went, that he entered into a certain
vi”age: and a certain woman named Martha received him into her
house.

And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and
heard his word.

But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to tiimJ and
said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve
alone? bid her therefore that she l’]CIP me.

And Jesus answered and said unto ner, Marttia, Marttia, thou art
careful and troubled about many tnings:

But one ttiing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which
shall not be taken away from her.”

—Luke 10:38-42
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Martha Placed Primarg emphasis on the work she was doing “for the
Lord,” but Mary was commended bg Jesus for Placing her cmphasis in
the right Place —on spcnding time with Him (relationship). Itis
impcrative not to become too busg with the King's work and not have

time for the King.

Often within the church, it is common for individuals to consider
church related Positions or ministries as their Primarg focus and
driving force inlife. These may include soul winning (in other Words,
witnessing and sPrcading the gospel to others) Preaching tcaching,
music, or involvement in other areas of ministry. However imPortant
these areas may be, it is essential that youasa believer recognize that
these are not the Primary reasons for your existence and theg should
not serve as the basis oggour self-worth or self-validation. Your
Primarg reason for existence is to know God for yourseIE and
through knowing and expcriencing Him, to then become like Him. The
purpose for this, is that your ultimate desting is to become the bride
of Christ.

When you become intimate with Jesus, you will become the wife that
“gives birth” to the things of God into your life. By becoming the
intimate wife of Christ, “ogspring, > or souls will inevitablg be born as
a bgproduct oFgour intimacy. Soul winning is designecl to be a
bgproduct of intimacy with Christ,just as Phgsical rcproduction Is a
bgproduct of intimacy in a marriage. You must kecp in mind that the
focus is the intimacy with your Lover, not Producinga babg. Just like
you do not get married for the purpose of havinga babg, you do not
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get saved to win souls. The focus is lmowinggour Lover, Christ, in an

intimate way.

The focal Point after receiving salvation is that you Would, through an
intimate ongoing rclationship with Jesus Christ, continua”y mature as
a believer, becoming more and more like Him. You must learn not to
Place ministrg, or any other task on the same level as relationship with
Jesus. Whatever area of ministry God has intended for your life is
simplg the bﬂproduct of your love for Him. In other Words, because
you are so in love with Jesus, that love then compcls you to do that

which would Please Him (ministrg, etc.).

Here’s how it works. You can onlg love Him to the degree that you

know Him. As you grow in rclationship with Him, you fall in love with
Him more as time goes bg. When you fall in love with Jesus through
intimate relationship, you will incvitablg fulfill sohn 14415,

“l{:gc love me, keep my commandments.” ~-John 1415

Notice that the emphasis here is on the love, not the keeping of the
commandments. chping His commandments is Pointless iFgou are
doing it because, for instance, someone is Pressuringgou. It is also
Pointless if you are doing it for another Person’s aPProvaI, or so that
thcg will think highlg of you. The correct motive — which is the onlg
motive that will Plcasc God —is doing it because you love and want to

Please Him.

Rather than Focusing on rule keeping, the love you develop for Him

will become the factor that will natura”g motivate you to the action of
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obedience. Because He created us, and therefore knows how we
oPtimaily function, He has established some “commandments” for us
to hclp ensure our success in ruli:i”ing the purpose of our creation.
These commandments also act as marriage VOWS, hclping to ensure
that we have a hcaithy and thriving relationship with Him. In other

words, it is all based on love and knowing what is best for us.

This is also echoed in John 21:15 in a similar way, onlg this time

sPcciricaliy directed toward areas of ministrg.

“So when theg had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of
Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord;
thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.”
—John 21:15

Notice again that the central motivating factor here is love. Thatis
Whg we Pericorm ministry. Because we love Jesus, our love motivates
us to become involved in the things that matter to Him, such as
helping others enter into covenant with Him. When we love Jesus and
bcgiri to become more like Him, we begin to think like Him. His
Priorities then become our Priorities. Often, Power~seei<ing, abusive
ministries exist sPeciicicallg because theg are not fueled bﬂ love. Thcg
are instead fueled bﬂ things like Pridc, control, and power. Individuals
conciucting “ministry” in this way likelg have not cmphasizecﬂ intimate
reiatioriship with Christ in their own lives, and therefore theg don’t
think or act like Him. To use a metaphor, these individuals are arriving
at the wrong destination because theg have not understood the

purpose for thcjourneg in the first Piace.
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S0, Jesus makes it clear to us that our motivation for ministry, soul
winning, or any other aspects of living for Him must have their
foundation in our love for Him. If we are doing it for any other reason,
such as for gaining attention or recognition from Peopie, God is not
Pleased. He not onlg cares about what you do, but He also cares

about your motives.

“All the ways of a man are clean in his own signt,
But the Lord Weigns the motives.” —Proverbs 16:2 (NASB)

You must recognize that a true Godlg ministry never seeks to “own,”
i:orcc, or manipulate God’s Pcople. Tneg should not overreach their
authoritg into the lives of individuals. Tneg should be careful to onlg
act in ways that ediiy.

“Neither as being lords over God’s neritage, but being cxamples to
the flock.” -1 Peter 5:3

By trying to coerce or force someone into doing or believing
5ometning tnrougn tactics of manipulation, you are missing the whole
Point of serving God — God is onlg Picaseci if it is done Wi“inglg and
from the heart.

True Godlg ministry is careful with how tneg treat God’s Peopie,
knowing that the church is His beloved bride and His body. The
church is referred to as the bodg of Christ (Romans 12:5, 1
Corinthians 12:12-27, Epnesians 3.6 and 5:23, Colossians 1:18 and 24,
coming from the undcrstanding that upon marriage, the husband and
wife become one flesh (Genesis 2:24, Mark 10:8).
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Abusive ministries often seek to rougnlg manipulate God’s Pcople
into abiding bg their own man-made interpretations, standards, and
convictions. Tneg end up suPPIanting Jesus as the head of the
church and replacing His neadsnip with their own. Tneg seek to
become the bridcgroom instead of Christ. Instead, godlg ministers
must love and be gcntlc with Christ’s bride. Part of love includes
teacning and cxplaining sound Scriptural truth — however, it must be

done with a sPirit of gcntleness and moderation.

Relationsnip with Jesus Christ is the nignest ca“ing in the universe.
Knowing Jesus (not “havinga ministry” or owning angtning material) is
the nighcst achievement you can ever attain. The reason we desire
souls to be saved and ministry to be Pcri:ormccl IS simplg because God
commissioned it. an did God commission it? Because He wants a
wife! As members of His bride, we all are like small cells in the bodg of
Cnrist, and it will take all of us togetner to become a fit bride for
Christ! You must remember to Place Priorities in their due order,
according to the mind of God. Rela’cionsnip with Jesus is always first.
Because of our love for Him, that love comPels us to do His work,
which we call ministry. But the fuel that fires the doing of the work is

the love and intimacy we share with the Lord, our Husband.

Paul givcs us the understanding of the entire purpose of the ministrg
in 2 Corinthians 11:2:

“For | amjealous over you with godlyjealousy: for1 have CsEoused
you to one nusbancl, that | may present you as a chaste virgin to
Christ.” -2 Corinthians 11:2
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The entire ultimate purpose of the ministrg is to Present the church
as a righteous and pure Virgin bride to Christ. Everg action taken in

ministrg should have this ultimate goal in mind.

Note: Oﬁten, men become uncomfortable when trgingto Picture
themselves as a part of the “bride” of Christ. You must recognize that
there is no distinction between male and female when it comes to this.
We, as true believers, are all part of His bride, and it is the highcst
Privilcge imagina]:)le. Men, you are brides of Christ. Women, you are
“sons” of God (John 1:11-12, etc.). We should recognizc that the
earthlg, Phgsical conception of marriage between a man and a woman
isjust a type of the ultimate rclationship the church will have with
Christ. The truth is that our earthlg concept of marrage cannot even
Fu“g convey the type of rclationship we will have with Christ for
eternity. Gender is irrelevant when it comes to idioms that attempt to

convey highcr sPiritual relationships.

So, to recap, we need to recognize that God is after devotion, notjust
doctrine. We cannot allow ourselves to Place more emPhasis on the
work of the Lord than on the Lord of the work. And we should not
confuse sPencling time with the work of the Lord with sPcnding time
with the Lord of the work. Our entire mindset should be what Paul
said in Philippians %:8-11:

“Yea doubtless, and | count all things but loss for the exce”encu of
the knowledgc of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the
loss of all things, and do count them but &ung, that | may win Christ,

And be found in him, not having mine own rightcousness, which is of
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the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the
rightcousness which is of God !:)3 faith:

That | may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the

Fe”owship of his sugerings, being made conformable unto his death;
it !:)3 any means J might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.”
-Phi|ippians 3:8-11
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Conclusion

anougti this study we have traversed some of the most Prccious
dcpths of understanding rcgarding our undcserving Privilcge of
tiavinga Pcrsonal intimate relationsnip with the Creator of the
Universe. To aPPrcticnd the Protoun& love that He had for us to
come and endure the cross in order to enable us to aPProacti Him in
relationsnip IS nottiing short of mind-blowing. When you then
recognize the Iengttis that He went to in order to establish types,
shadows, and patterns anticipating this love relationstiip, it

demonstrates to you His desire from the very bcginning~ you.

To see this in the Word of God, let’s re-examine the to”owing
passage from Revelation 19, as the story of the Bible reaches its

climax:

“And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice
of many waters, and as the voice of migtitg thunderings, saying,
Alleluia: for the Lord God omniPotent reignctn.

Let us be glad and rcjoicc, and give honour to him: for the marriage of
the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself readg.

And to her was grantcd that she should be arraged in fine linen} clean
and white: for the fine linen is the rigtiteousness of saints.

And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are ttiey which are called unto
the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are
the true sayings of God.”

-Revelation 19:6-9
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So, in this passage we can see that the ultimate Pinnacle of the Plan

of Godis Fina”g taking Place — the E)ridegroom has His wife!

Based on our exploration of this topic throughout this study, we
P P el Y

should recognize the Fo”owing Points:

e The bride of Christ is the central theme of Scripturc and the

ultimate purpose of creation.

e The bride of Christ is the focus and culmination of natural

history.

e The Bride is the true iclentitg of the Church, both

corporatelg and as an individual believer.

Recognizing these things should accomplish several things in your

Personal life as a believer:

1. As mentioned throughout this studg, the way the Bible has
been ski”Fu”y engineerecﬂ to Prophetica”g portray all of the
tgpology that we have onlg scratched the surface oﬂ should
leave you with a sense of awe as to His vieWPoint of you as

an individual.

2. You should then recognize the Pro{:ound implications that
these Prophetic elements have on the way you view the
Bible. These delibcratclg embedded typological subtleties
reflect the integration of the Biblical text and require that it

have a common Author; One of extra-dimensional origin.
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These characteristics are not onlg Prooi: of His realitg, but
demonstrate the reliabilitg and the authenticitg of the
collection of books we call the Bible.

3. And Fina“g, the concepts we've examined througnout this
study should ProPeI youinto a liicelong quest to discover
Jesus Christ and to exPerience Him for gourselg. Itis a call
to marital intimacy. You will discover that there is nothing
more rewarcling in our entire existence than experiencing a
Passionate Pursuit of the presence of the One who created

us ]COF that very Purpose!

Mag God bless you in Jesus’ name!
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