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Introduction 
 
What sets the Bible apart from other religious books is that it contains 
thousands of prophecies. Since Jesus Christ is the central figure of the 
Bible, it should come as no surprise that the Bible is absolutely full of 
incredibly detailed prophecies about Jesus. One of the most astonishing 
prophetic chapters is Isaiah 53. 700 years before Jesus, the prophet Isaiah 
wrote this incredible prophetic portrait of the Messiah in His redemptive 
role as a “Suffering Servant.” Isaiah 53 records in vivid detail the mission 
and purpose of the Messiah in His First Coming on earth.  
 
Note: The Messiah in Old Testament Judaism is a savior and liberator 
figure who is believed to be the future redeemer of the Jewish people. This 
belief comes directly from the Old Testament Scriptures given by God to 
Israel which prophesied of this coming Messiah. 
 
-https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messiah_in_Judaism (Retrieved 7/19/19) 

 
But why does it matter that the Bible is full of prophecies? Why are we even 
taking the time to study this? How does this affect our perception of the 
existence of God and of Scripture as being His inspired Word? Let’s begin 
by answering these important questions, which will help us establish our 
prophetic perspective. The first thing we need to do is examine three 
epistemological anchor points that form the basis of our belief in the 
supernatural origin of the Bible.  
 
Epistemology: The theory of knowledge, its method, its scope, and its 
limits. Epistemology is the investigation of what distinguishes justified belief 
from opinion. It defines what we can actually know.  
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-https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/epistemology (Retrieved 11/11/18) 

 
Note: We can’t fully describe each of the following three points here, but to 
better understand what we mean by each, please consult the companion 
study entitled “The Basis Of Our Epistemology”.  
 
So, let’s examine the three points that form the basis of our 
epistemology… 
 
-The Basis of our Epistemology 
 

1. The Bible is a highly integrated message system. 
2. The Bible contains an astonishing amount of prophecy. 
3. The Bible contains intricately hidden subtleties encoded into the 

very text itself that clearly transcend the knowledge and intent of the 
human authors. 

 
During this study, we will mainly be investigating Biblical content having to 
do with Points #1 and 2 – involving integration and prophecy. These two 
points help support each other. Biblical prophecy proves integration, and 
Biblical integration involves prophecy. One of the primary ways you can 
validate the Bible’s extra-dimensional origin is through its continual use of 
prophecy. Let’s discuss this further… 
 
As we mentioned, Biblical prophecy proves the integration of the Bible. 
Integration is a proof of extra-dimensional authorship because of the 
following reason – the Bible is one continuous story written over a period 
of almost 1,500 years, by many human authors who mostly didn’t know each 
other and weren’t alive at the same time, and yet, we find that the themes 
and events in Scripture are woven together as one unified story. This 
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points to a common Author who is behind it all, influencing and inspiring the 
human penmen who wrote down what they were inspired to say.  
 
In other words, imagine your favorite novel or storybook...imagine you one 
day found out that the chapters were written by different people who 
mostly didn’t know each other and weren’t alive at the same time, over a 
period of 1,500 years…yet, the storyline was flawless, or, to use our term, 
integrated. Obviously, this is impossible – especially when the earlier 
chapters predict how the later chapters would turn out with amazing 
precision – and its predictions align with the record of human history. This 
points to a common Author outside of time who was guiding and inspiring 
the human writers to compose this unified story. This is what we mean by 
integration. 
 
Let’s talk more about prophecy for a moment before continuing. What 
exactly do we mean by prophecy, and how exactly does this prove 
anything? 
 
The Bible repeatedly demonstrates its uniqueness by making a habit of 
describing history before it happens. This is what we mean by prophecy. 
And if this statement is true, it would require then that the author knew 
what was going to happen ahead of time, which obviously the human writers 
couldn’t. This characteristic of prophecy is a method of authentication that 
is unique to the true Author (God), because He exists outside of the 
dimension of time altogether and enjoys a 100% success rate. In other 
words, we know the Bible cannot come from man – it must come from a 
Being outside of time itself. 
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So, we will find that prophecy is not just an odd curiosity – it’s a 
demonstration that God is real, that He cares, and that He has chosen to 
reveal to us in advance what His plans are for the world, and for you and I 
personally. As we go through this study, keep in mind how the content we 
will examine demonstrates our epistemological anchor-points. So, with that 
backdrop in place, let’s now begin to shift our focus toward the topic of 
this study – the incredible prophecies in Isaiah 53.  
 
Isaiah was a Hebrew prophet who lived about 700 years before the birth of 
Jesus Christ (https://www.britannica.com/biography/Isaiah - Retrieved 11/19/18). Isaiah 
Chapter 53 is one of the most incredible prophecies in the Bible, detailing 
the purpose and achievement of Jesus Christ’s crucifixion with more detail 
and precision than all of Paul’s epistles combined.  
 
Because the prophetic content of this chapter so precisely portrays the 
experience of Jesus Christ on the cross – as recorded in the New 
Testament gospels – Isaiah 53 has predictably come under attack by the 
critics. There are two major areas in which this passage is attacked.  
 
First, as usual, the critics may try to claim that Isaiah (or Chapter 53) was 
written after the fact, or was inserted into Isaiah later. Fortunately, more 
recent archaeological revelations have virtually eliminated this claim by the 
critics. 
 
Second, the group with the greatest objection to Jesus as being the Jewish 
Messiah (obviously the Jews), object by denying that Chapter 53 is 
speaking prophetically of the Messiah. Because the Jews refuse to 
acknowledge Jesus as their Messiah – yet this passage so clearly depicts 
the trials of Christ – they are forced to instead claim it is speaking of Israel 
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as a whole or possibly Isaiah himself (instead of the Messiah). That is their 
only way of sidestepping the obvious conclusion that it anticipated Christ. 
 
So, before delving into an exploration of the details of this prophecy, we 
need to spend some time invalidating these two outlandish objections by 
the critics. To do this, we will focus first on an examination of the 
manuscript evidence that demonstrates Isaiah 53 as being written long 
before the time of Christ, establishing it as genuine prophetic writing. 
Following that, we will then focus on the longstanding tradition of rabbinical 
endorsement of Chapter 53 as referring to the Messiah, which also helps us 
establish this passage as genuine Messianic prophecy despite the claims of 
modern rabbis. 
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Isaiah 53 As Authentic Prophecy – Manuscript Evidence 
 
Let’s begin by examining the evidence that shows that the Book of Isaiah – 
and more specifically, Chapter 53 – was undoubtedly written well in 
advance of the events it so precisely prophesies about.  
 
The Book of Isaiah turns out to be perhaps the most well-documented 
book of the Bible known to us. Isaiah – and more specifically, Chapter 53 – 
survives in a number of manuscript traditions, including: 
 

1. The Septuagint text (3rd-2nd centuries B.C. – this is the Hebrew Bible 
translated into Greek).  

 
-https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaiah_53 (Retrieved 11/19/18) 

 
Isaiah 53 is validated as genuine prophecy by its inclusion in the Greek 
Septuagint translation, completed several centuries before Christ. 
This is the consensus belief among even skeptical scholars, and no 
serious scholar would deny it. 
 
-https://www.britannica.com/topic/Septuagint (Retrieved 11/09/18) 

 
2. The Great Isaiah Scroll, one of the Dead Sea Scrolls (2nd century 

B.C. – these are the mainly Hebrew ancient Jewish manuscripts found 
in the Qumran caves in the West Bank near the Dead Sea). 
 
The Great Isaiah Scroll (1Qlsaa) is one of the original seven Dead Sea 
Scrolls discovered in Qumran in 1947. It is the largest and best 
preserved of all the Biblical scrolls, and the only one that is almost 
complete. The document contains all 66 chapters of the Book of 
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Isaiah written in Hebrew. Dating from the 2nd century B.C., it is also 
one of the oldest of the Dead Sea Scrolls, which makes it about a 
thousand years older than the next oldest Hebrew manuscripts of the 
Bible known to us before the Scrolls’ discovery – a fact we will also 
highlight in our next point. 
 
-http://dss.collections.imj.org.il/Isaiah (Retrieved 7/10/19) 

 
-https://www.allaboutarchaeology.org/dead-sea-scrolls-2.htm (Retrieved 7/10/19) 

 
3. The Masoretic Text (10th century A.D. – this is the Hebrew/Aramaic 

text of the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament). 
 
-https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaiah_53 (Retrieved 11/19/18) 

 
The Masoretic Text is well-known to Christians, as it is the Hebrew 
source for most of our English Old Testaments. Although the earliest 
known manuscript of the Masoretic Hebrew Bible comes from around 
the 10th century A.D., we mention the Masoretic Text to highlight the 
fact that the DSS manuscript of Isaiah was found by scholars to be 
almost identical to this 10th century manuscript. In other words, over a 
span of 1,000 years, the text remained almost exact, allowing us to 
recognize the incredible reliability of our current text of Isaiah. 

 
So, let’s quickly recap the key takeaways of our three points of evidence. 
They are that firstly, Isaiah 53 is proven to have been already in existence 
hundreds of years before the life of Christ, establishing it as genuine 
prophecy. And secondly, the majority of the Septuagint, Masoretic Text 
and the Dead Sea Scrolls are remarkably similar, dispelling unfounded 
theories that the Biblical text has been corrupted by time and conspiracy. 
What we see in the text today is what was there thousands of years ago. 
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-https://www.septuagint.net/septuagint.htm (Retrieved 11/19/18) 

 
It is so important to recognize the significance of having in our possession, 
Biblical manuscripts that span over a thousand years and yet maintain only 
slight variations. We now have absolute evidence that Messianic prophecies 
contained in today’s Old Testament (or the Jewish Bible) are the same 
Messianic prophecies that existed well prior to the time Jesus walked the 
earth.  
 
All theories of 1st century A.D. conspiracies and prophecy manipulation go 
out the door when we realize that prophetic Scripture passages like Isaiah 
53, Psalm 22, Daniel 9, and others were fixed in written form at a minimum of 
several hundred years before Christ, but probably much earlier, exactly at 
the times the Bible claims. Keep in mind that the dates we examined (2nd 
century B.C.) are only the dates for the the earliest existing manuscript 
copies we have presently. This implies that the originals were written far 
earlier.  
 
With that background in place, we will now examine whether or not there is 
evidence that Isaiah 53 has always been considered Messianic, or if it is 
simply a more recent Christian invention based on its eerie accuracy 
regarding the death of Christ.   
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Isaiah 53 As Messianic Prophecy – Rabbinical Endorsement 
 
Isaiah 53 is one of the greatest of all the Messianic prophecies in the Old 
Testament, expressing the Messianic figure as a “Suffering Servant.” 
Though today’s Jews adamantly deny it, it is well documented that this 
chapter has been long understood by the rabbis of Judaism to speak of 
the Messiah who would one day arrive. The following is a sampling of what 
Judaism has traditionally believed about the identity of the “Suffering 
Servant” of Isaiah 53, beginning all the way back in the 1st century A.D. – 
contemporary with the New Testament authors:  
 

• Simeon bar Yochai, also known by his acronym Rashbi was an 
extremely well-known Jewish sage in ancient Judea, who was said to 
be active in the 1st and 2nd centuries A.D. Bar Yochai was one of the 
most eminent disciples of Rabbi Akiva (who was one of the most 
highly regarded Jewish scholars in history). Many Orthodox 
Jews actually attribute bar Yochai with the authorship of the Zohar, 
the chief work of Kabbalah. Bar Yochai is also the fourth most 
mentioned Jewish sage in the Mishnah (the “Oral Torah”). 
 
-https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simeon_bar_Yochai (Retrieved 11/19/18) 
 
-http://drewkaplans.blogspot.com/2011/07/rabbinic-popularity-in-mishnah-vii-top.html 
(Retrieved 11/19/18) 

 
Bar Yochai is quoted as saying the following: 
 
“The meaning of the words ‘bruised for our iniquities’ (in Isaiah 53) is, 
that since the Messiah bears our iniquities, which produce the effect 
of his being bruised, it follows that whoso will not admit that the 



 12 

Messiah thus suffers for our iniquities, must endure and suffer them 
for them himself.” 
-Samuel R. Driver and Adolf Neubauer, “The Fifty-Third Chapter of Isaiah According to the 
Jewish Interpreters,” London: James Parker and Co., 1877, p. 46. 

 
• The Babylonian Talmud, assembled between the 1st and 6th centuries 

A.D., is the central text of Rabbinic Judaism and the primary source 
of Jewish religious law and Jewish theology. 
 
-https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talmud (Retrieved 11/19/18) 

 

The Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Sanhedrin, 98b (composed around 
450-550 A.D.), states the following, clearly associating the Messiah 
with quoted content from Isaiah 53:  
 
“The Messiah, what is his name? The Rabbis say, The Leper Scholar, 
as it is said, ‘surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows: 
yet we did esteem him a leper, smitten of God and afflicted...’” 
-The William Davidson digital edition of the Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Sanhedrin, 98b, 
(https://www.sefaria.org/Sanhedrin.98b?lang=en – Retrieved 11/19/18) 

 
• Moshe ben Maimon, or Moses Maimonides, also known as the 

Rambam, lived in the 12th century A.D., and is considered to be among 
the greatest Jewish scholars of all time.  
 
-https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/maimonides-rambam/ (Retrieved 11/19/18) 

 
In his “Epistle to Yemen,” Maimonides clearly identified the content of 
Isaiah 53 as being prophecy related to the Messiah: 
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“What is the manner of Messiah’s advent...there shall rise up one of 
whom none have known before, and signs and wonders which they 
shall see performed by him will be the proofs of his true origin; for the 
Almighty, where he declares to us his mind upon this matter, says, 
‘Behold a man whose name is the Branch, and he shall branch forth 
out of his place’ (Zechariah 6:12). And Isaiah speaks similarly of the 
time when he shall appear, without father or mother or family being 
known, He came up as a sucker before him, and as a root out of dry 
earth, (Isaiah 53:2)…in the words of Isaiah, when describing the 
manner in which kings will harken to him, At him kings will shut their 
mouth; for that which had not been told them have they seen, and 
that which they had not heard they have perceived.”  
-Driver and Neubauer, pp. 374-5. 

 
• Rabbi Moshe Alshich was a famous Jewish scholar who lived in the 

late 1500’s. He published at least 19 works, most of them being Biblical 
commentaries.  
 
-https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moshe_Alshich (Retrieved 11/19/18) 

 
In his book “Marot haZobeot,” he gives his commentary on the 
writings of the prophets. In the following quote (the context of which, 
is the passage Christians label as Isaiah 53), Alshich confirms that not 
only he, but many rabbis all acknowledge the Messianic content of 
Isaiah 53:   
 
“Our Rabbis with one voice accept and affirm the opinion that the 
prophet is speaking of the King Messiah, and we shall ourselves 
adhere to the same view.” 
-Driver and Neubauer, p. 258. 
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• Rabbi Eliyahu de Vidas, was a well-known Jewish rabbi in 16th century 

Ottoman Palestine.  
 
-http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/14697-vidas-de-elijah-b-moses (Retrieved 
11/19/18) 
 

De Vidas wrote the following:  
 
“But he was wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our 
iniquities, the meaning of which is that since the Messiah bears our 
iniquities which produce the effect of his being bruised, it follows that 
whoso will not admit that the Messiah thus suffers for our iniquities, 
must endure and suffer for them himself.”  
-Driver and Neubauer, pp. 385-386. 

 
So, this is just a small list of what can be considered the testimony of the 
heavyweights of Rabbinic Judaism. These sources were not some obscure 
or little-known rabbis, but rather, the backbone of Rabbinic Judaism.  
 
In addition to the Jewish sources, Christian scholarship has also long 
recorded the fact that Isaiah 53 was traditionally considered Messianic 
prophecy. 

 
• In an article on “Messiah” in the Tyndale Bible Dictionary, we are told 

that the Jewish scholars during the early Christian era clearly thought 
that this passage was Messianic. They paraphrase Isaiah 42:1 as 
“Behold my Servant Messiah” and Isaiah 53 as “Behold my Servant 
Messiah will prosper.” 
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-“Tyndale Bible Dictionary,” Art. “Messiah,” ed. Philip W. Comfort and Walter A. Elwell, Wheaton, 
IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2001, p. 883. 

 
• The great Jewish Christian Biblical scholar Arnold Fruchtenbaum 

points out:  
 
“All of the ancient Jewish writings – the Mishnah, the Gemara, (the 
Talmud), the Midrashim and many others – all regard this portion of 
Scripture as relating to the Messianic Person.”  
-Arnold Fruchtenbaum, “Messianic Christology,” Tustin, CA: Ariel Ministries Inc., 1998, p. 55. 

 
So, after exploring a small sampling of the Jewish sources (all of them being 
heavy-weights within Jewish history), we see that no matter the time period, 
they can be cited affirming the Messianic nature of Isaiah 53. We can 
comfortably conclude that the traditional Jewish interpretation was always 
that this passage referred to the Messiah.  
 
But there seems to have been a shift as time passed, in which the 
mainstream position within Judaism has embraced a view that denies 
Messianic meaning in Isaiah 53. Could this be due to the precision of Isaiah 
53’s parallelism with the New Testament accounts of Jesus? Let’s examine 
this passage for ourselves and we will let you decide… 
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A Prophetic Examination Of Isaiah 53 
 
Let’s now take a look the incredible prophetic content of Isaiah 53. We will 
actually begin in the previous chapter, Chapter 52, as this prophecy 
regarding the Messiah really begins there, at Verse 13: 
 

• “Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted and 
extolled, and be very high. 
As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than 
any man, and his form more than the sons of men: 
So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at 
him: for that which had not been told them shall they see; and that 
which they had not heard shall they consider.”  
-Isaiah 52:13-15 
 
This verse begins with a reference to “my servant,” a Messianic 
allusion. The term “servant” is supposed to connect back to sections 
earlier in the book that speak of “the servant of the Lord” (for 
example, in Chapters 42, 49, and 50, where the Messiah is described 
as a servant that suffers). 
 
It initially seems contradictory, as it claims He will be “exalted and 
extolled, and be very high,” yet the next verse describes Him as being 
disfigured by all of His suffering – “his visage (meaning his face or 
appearance) was so marred (meaning disfigured) more than any 
man…” 
 
Consider this prophecy (and those that will follow in Chapter 53) with 
the following excerpt from its fulfillment recorded in Mark 15: 
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“And so Pilate, willing to content the people, released Barabbas unto 
them, and delivered Jesus, when he had scourged him, to be 
crucified. 
And the soldiers led him away into the hall, called Praetorium; and 
they call together the whole band. 
And they clothed him with purple, and platted a crown of thorns, and 
put it about his head, 
And began to salute him, Hail, King of the Jews! 
And they smote him on the head with a reed, and did spit upon him, 
and bowing their knees worshipped him. 
And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple from him, 
and put his own clothes on him, and led him out to crucify him.”  
-Mark 15:15-20 
 
That passage gives us some picture of the suffering Jesus endured, 
which actually reached the point of disfigurement. But as Verse 13 
alluded to, this experience would ultimately lead to Christ being 
exalted, extolled, and lifted high through His resurrection, victory 
over death and sin, and ascension into heaven to sit at the “right hand 
of the Father.” We see this fulfillment referenced throughout the New 
Testament, but summarized nicely in Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians: 
 

“Which he (God) wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, 
and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 
Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which 
is to come: 
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And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head 
over all things to the church, 
Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.”  
-Ephesians 1:20-23 
 
In Verse 15, we read “So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall 
shut their mouths at him: for that which had not been told them shall 
they see; and that which they had not heard shall they consider.” 
Interestingly, the phrase, “So shall He sprinkle many nations” seems 
to be a clear reference to the sprinkling of the blood on the Mercy 
Seat of God in the Holy of Holies by the High Priest during Yom 
Kippur (Leviticus 16:14).  
 
The garments of the High Priest were covered with blood after he had 
performed this task (Leviticus 6:27). The garments were afterwards 
replaced with white ones – symbolic of God saying that He had 
forgiven their sins.  
 
This was a prophetic picture of Christ’s redemptive work on the 
cross, with the garment (symbolic of man’s life), being sprinkled by 
blood (the blood of Jesus on the cross), which covered man’s sins, 
providing forgiveness, and thus his garment was turned white. This 
brings to mind another prophecy written by Isaiah: 
 
“Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red 
like crimson, they shall be as wool.” -Isaiah 1:18 
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This concept is also expressed in Revelation, showing us a preview of 
what will come: 
 
“After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood 
before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, 
and palms in their hands; 
And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these 
which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? 
And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are 
they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”  
-Revelation 7:9, 13-14 
 
The New Testament also specifically speaks of Christ being our High 
Priest, and sprinkling His blood for us: 
 
“Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.”  
-Hebrews 4:14 
 
“Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through 
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.”  
-1 Peter 1:2 

 
• “Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of 

the Lord revealed?” 
-Isaiah 53:1 
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Prophetically, Isaiah anticipates at least two things here. First, he 
anticipates how strange and contradictory it seems that this suffering 
Messiah, whose “visage (or the appearance of His face) is marred 
more than any man” is at the same time bringing salvation and 
cleansing to the nations. Second, he anticipates the rejection of the 
Messiah, that many would not “believe our report.” 
 
The second half of the verse reads, “and to whom is the arm of the 
Lord revealed?” Earlier, in Chapter 40, Isaiah declared that the “arm 
of the Lord” would rule for Him. In Chapter 51, he prophecies that the 
Gentiles would put their hope in the “arm of the Lord,” and the “arm 
of the Lord” would redeem. In Chapter 52 the “arm of the Lord” 
brings salvation. 
 
Although at first it may seem ironic that this “arm of the Lord” phrase 
– which exemplifies strength and power – would be used to describe 
the suffering Messiah. But as the resurrection of Christ will reveal, 
the strength, power, and might of God will be expressed in the midst 
of this suffering, and seemingly weak Messiah through His utter 
triumph over death, sin, and Satan. 
 

• “For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out 
of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall 
see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.”  
–Isaiah 53:2 
 
God had begun issuing forth prophecies through the Old Testament 
prophets, referring to the coming Messianic figure by using the 
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imagery of a branch, tree, or plant. For example, we also see this 
imagery used in Jeremiah 23 to describe the Messiah… 
 
“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a 
righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall 
execute judgment and justice in the earth. 
In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this 
is his name whereby he shall be called, The Lord Our Righteousness.” 
–Jeremiah 23:5-6 
 
Similarly, we also see this earlier in Isaiah – in Chapter 11… 
 
“And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a 
Branch shall grow out of his roots:”  
-Isaiah 11:1 
 
And of course, the verse we are currently examining, Isaiah 53:2, fits 
right in here. The figure described here grows up as “a tender plant, 
and as a root out of a dry ground.” The Jewish nation – due to their 
habit of continually breaking and neglecting the Covenant given to 
them by God – had been laid low by several foreign powers in the 
centuries preceding the birth of Christ. Assyrian, Babylonian, 
Persian, Greek, and Roman invasions had held a stranglehold upon 
the rebellious Hebrew people. The “Blessings and Cursings” 
prophecy given in Deuteronomy 28 had foretold the grim outcome of 
a nation who had rejected the Covenant obligations they agreed to. 
The nation of Israel had become but a “dry ground” compared to its 
glorious past.  
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Throughout the 400 years prior to Christ, there was a notable 
absence of the voice of the prophets. Prior to this “dead and dry” 
period, God had repeatedly sent prophets to try to reach the people 
– but they were continually rejected. The prophecy found in Daniel 11 
anticipated this dry-ground period, in which the nation of the Jews 
would be caught in the middle of constant conflict, as they were the 
buffer state between the warring kingdoms of the North and the 
South (the Seleucids and the Ptolemies). Yet from this apparent 
deadness, a Messianic “branch” would spring up, and would bring 
redemption.  
 
This passage introduces to us a Servant of the Lord who would not 
stand out due to His good looks, wealth, popularity, charismatic 
personality, or obvious royal background. Rather, as we will continue 
to see in the following verse as well, the person described by Isaiah is 
depicted as marginalized and misunderstood by society. This was a 
Messiah who would enter in total humility. This is precisely descriptive 
of Jesus, who was born in a manger where animals feed (Luke 2:7), 
and grew up in a small, obscure Jewish town (Luke 2:39), fitting the 
exact prediction of these words. 

 
• “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and 

acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was 
despised, and we esteemed him not.”  
–Isaiah 53:3 
 
Although being marginalized by society, this Messiah exemplifies an 
extraordinary selflessness, and willingly suffers for the benefit of 
those who reject Him and treat him badly. He is willing to part with His 
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limited earthly possessions, health, reputation, and dignity for the 
sake of those who are completely unworthy and unappreciative.  
 
This prophecy is precisely characteristic of Jesus, as He was 
despised and rejected by the Jews as a nation. This idea of “we hid as 
it were our faces from him” expresses how the Jews – His own people 
– considered Him to be some kind of social misfit. It describes them 
hiding their faces from him, or in other words, looking away from him 
deliberately – the way you might look away when you cross paths 
with someone who you’re embarrassed to be seen with in public. 
Additionally, His death – at their hands – was so repulsive and 
gruesome that it would lead men to hide their faces and look away. 

 
Who would ever expect the Old Testament to describe the long-
awaited King Messiah as being despised, rejected and acquainted 
with grief and sorrow? Amazingly, that is exactly what happened. 
Jesus – at His First Coming – was rejected and put through 
excruciating torment by His own people, who “esteemed him not” as 
the Messiah – and still don’t.  
 

• “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did 
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 
But he was wounded (pierced) for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and 
with his stripes we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”  
-Isaiah 53:4-6 
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The first part of this passage describes the Messiah bearing the 
Jews’ griefs and carrying their sorrows. The Messiah suffered in their 
(and our) place – He carried the sicknesses, the suffering, the pain, 
and the sins the Jews (and all mankind) have committed. The passage 
then says, “yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and 
afflicted.” In other words, the Jews thought He was being punished, 
and that His suffering was God’s punishment for sins that He Himself 
had committed. They didn’t recognize that His suffering was in place 
of us for the sins that we all – as humans – have committed. 
 
The passage then describes Him being “wounded (or pierced) for 
our transgressions…bruised for our iniquities…the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him…” It is important to first point out that this 
word translated “wounded” in the KJV is the Hebrew word chalal 
(Strong’s #H2490a), meaning “to bore, or pierce.” 
 
-https://biblehub.com/hebrew/2490a.htm (Retrieved 11/20/18) 

 
This description precisely describes the suffering Jesus endured on 
the cross, as his hands, feet, and side were pierced. But now, the 
prophet explains why. It was for us, for our transgressions and our 
iniquities. It was in our place that the Messiah suffered. 
 
We then see the phrase, “by his stripes we are healed,” in which the 
prophet sees through the centuries to know that the Messiah would 
be beaten with many stripes (Mark 15:15). Furthermore, the prophet 
announces that provision for healing is found in the suffering of 
Jesus, so by his stripes we are healed. 
 
There has been much debate as to whether Isaiah had in mind 
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spiritual healing or physical healing. But this passage is quoted in the 
New Testament several times, giving us plenty of insight. First, in 
Matthew 8:16-17, the view seems to be of physical healing: 
 
“When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were 
possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word, and 
healed all that were sick: 
That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, 
saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.”  
-Matthew 8:16-17 
 
Yet, in 1 Peter 2:24-25, the view seems to be that of spiritual healing:  
 
“Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, 
being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes 
ye were healed. 
For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the 
Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.”  
-1 Peter 2:24-25 
 
So, we can safely say that God has both aspects of healing in view, 
and both our physical and spiritual healing is provided for by the 
suffering of Jesus. 
 
Next, we see the phrase, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way…” Here, the prophet describes our 
need for the Messiah’s atoning work. Sheep are stupid, headstrong 
animals, and we (like sheep often do) have gone astray. We have 
turned against God’s way, and every one to his own way. 
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And finally, we see the phrase, “and the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.” Here, the prophet gives us a picture of the 
roles/relationships/manifestations God used in order to accomplish 
His work of redemption. We see the role of the Son in Jesus – as a 
genuine human, and yet as God – being the example of sinless 
perfection, acting as the necessary atoning sacrifice for the sins of all 
mankind. So, we see that the role of the Son was necessary as our 
human kinsman Redeemer, and God the Father laid upon Him all of 
the iniquities of fallen man. 
 

• “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.”  
-Isaiah 53:7 
 
Here, Isaiah gives us a picture of the fact that although Jesus 
suffered greatly, He never opened His mouth to defend Himself. 
Although He Himself had done no wrong, He was silent in front of His 
accusers. We see this recorded in the gospel of Mark: 
 
“And Pilate asked him, Art thou the King of the Jews? And he 
answering said unto them, Thou sayest it. 
And the chief priests accused him of many things: but he answered 
nothing. 
And Pilate asked him again, saying, Answerest thou nothing? behold 
how many things they witness against thee. 
But Jesus yet answered nothing; so that Pilate marvelled.”  
-Mark 15:2-5 
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We should recognize that in order to accomplish His mission, Jesus 
had to refrain from defending Himself. He was coming to die in our 
place, with our sins laid upon Him. So, in that sense, He was guilty – 
guilty on our account.  

 

• “He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare 
his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the 
transgression of my people was he stricken.”  
-Isaiah 53:8 
 
First, let’s discuss the phrases “He was taken from prison and from 
judgment: and who shall declare his generation?” Here, the prophet 
anticipates the wrongful imprisonment and illegal overnight trials of 
Jesus. Additionally, it also speaks to the fact that the Messiah died 
childless, with no one to “declare His generation.” 
 
Next, we see the phrases, “for he was cut off out of the land of the 
living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.” This is the 
first definitive statement in this prophetic chapter that clearly 
declares that the Messiah would die. Up until this point, we might 
have thought He would only have been severely beaten. But there is 
now no mistaking the point: He is to be “cut off out of land of the 
living.” 
 
And then, again, the prophet reinforces the same message that has 
been communicated throughout this prophecy. The Messiah, was to 
suffer – not for Himself – but for “the transgression of my people.” 
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Clearly, these prophecies were all brilliantly fulfilled in Jesus, as the 
New Testament records. 

 
• “And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; 

because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his 
mouth.” -Isaiah 53:9 
 
Jesus died in the company of the wicked, since He was crucified 
between two criminals (Luke 23:32-33), and it was the intention of 
those supervising His execution to cast Him into a common grave with 
the wicked.  
 
But despite their intentions, Jesus was buried in the tomb of a rich 
man, Joseph of Arimathea (Luke 23:50-56). He had done no violence, 
and yet was put to death as a criminal, among criminals, innocently 
bearing the imputed sins of all mankind. 
 

• “Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when 
thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he 
shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in 
his hand. 
He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his 
knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear 
their iniquities.” 
-Isaiah 53:10-11 
 
First, we see the phrases, “Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he 
hath put him to grief.” Here, the prophet opens up a window of 
incredible revelation to us – revelation that would later be expounded 
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upon in the New Testament. Isaiah gloriously, and emphatically, 
states that the suffering of the Messiah was ordained by the Lord, 
even for His pleasure! 
 
In the New Testament, the apostle Paul tells us the following in 2 
Corinthians 5:19… 
 
“To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the 
word of reconciliation.”  
-2 Corinthians 5:19 
 
God’s manifestations as the Father and the Son worked together at 
the cross. Though as a man, Jesus was treated as if He were an 
enemy of God, He was not. Even though Jesus was punished as if He 
were a sinner, He was actually performing the most holy service unto 
God the Father. This is why Isaiah can say, “yet it pleased the Lord to 
bruise him.” In and of itself, of course the suffering of the Son did not 
please the Father. But as it accomplished the work of reconciling the 
world to Himself, it was completely pleasing to God the Father. 
 
An even deeper understanding of this is that God’s plan the whole 
time was to separate for Himself a bride. We know now, through the 
writings of the New Testament, that the church is this bride (Eph. 
5:31-32, 2 Cor. 11:2, et al.)!  
 
The writer of Hebrews also describes this pleasure in the midst of the 
suffering of the cross: 
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“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the 
joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  
-Hebrews 12:2 
 
Jesus went to the cross with joy, “despising the shame.” The word 
despising here is the Greek word kataphroneo (Strong’s #G2706), 
meaning “to think little of, or to disregard”.  
 
-https://biblehub.com/greek/2706.htm (Retrieved 11/20/18) 
 
In other words, Jesus endured the cross with joy, and considered His 
suffering and shame as nothing compared to the joy of receiving you 
and I as His bride! Through all of the shame and agony He endured, 
He just ignored it…because He considered us worth it! 
 
Jesus was no victim of circumstance, nor was He at the mercy of 
political or military powers. It was the planned, ordained work of God, 
prophesied by Isaiah hundreds of years before it happened. This 
was not Satan’s or man’s triumph but rather, God’s victory, – and the 
main purpose was so that He could have us.   
 
With this backdrop in place, the rest of Verses 10 and 11 should make 
sense. We read, “when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he 
shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of 
the Lord shall prosper in his hand.” 
 
The death and burial of the Messiah did not end this story – because 
of the resurrection, He lives on – He has “prolonged his days.” He 
has lived to see His spiritual “seed” – the church – His spiritual 
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descendants. We see this idea reflected in the New Testament writing 
of Paul to the Romans: 
 
“…that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.”  
-Romans 8:29b 
 
Next, we see the phrase, “He shall see of the travail of his soul, and 
shall be satisfied.” Here, we see that the Messiah would look back 
upon His work – with full view of the travail of His soul – and in the 
end, He will be satisfied. This just drives home our previous point 
concerning the joy and pleasure Jesus had in spite of the suffering of 
the cross. It shows us that the Messiah had no regrets about what He 
endured. He would view every bit of the agony and shame as being 
worth it – a satisfactory result.  
 
And finally, we see the phrases, “by his knowledge shall my righteous 
servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.” 
 
It is in knowing the Messiah, in both who He is and what He has done, 
that makes us justified before God. In the New Testament, Paul wrote 
about how just as with Adam’s sin, all men were condemned, with 
Christ’s perfect sacrifice, all men can be justified through the free gift 
of salvation paid for by the cross: 
 
“Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came 
upon all men unto justification of life.”  
-Romans 5:18 
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• “Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide 
the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto 
death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the 
sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”  
-Isaiah 53:12 
 
In this final verse, Isaiah shows us how the Messiah’s glorious work will 
be rewarded. With the image of dividing the spoil after a victorious 
battle, we see that the Messiah ultimately triumphs. In the New 
Testament, Paul describes this ultimate triumph in Philippians 2:10-
11a… 
 
“That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 
And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord…” 
-Philippians 2:10-11a 
 
But Verse 12 also says that the Messiah will “divide the spoil with the 
strong.” When all is said and done, Jesus will “divide the spoil with the 
strong” by making we who have obeyed Him, joint-heirs in His victory! 
Paul, again, writing to the Romans, described this… 
 
“And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; 
if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified 
together.” -Romans 8:17 
 
In the last few phrases of Verse 12, Isaiah declares that the Messiah 
would be “numbered with the transgressors,” “bare the sin of many,” 
and “make intercession for the transgressors.” 
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Although Jesus could never become a sinner or a transgressor 
Himself, He was willing to be numbered amongst them in order to 
“bare the sins of many.” The truth is, that is speaking of all of us. We 
are all transgressors. Paul confirms this in his epistle to the Romans… 
 
“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” 
-Romans 3:23 
 
We recall that on the cross, Jesus “made intercession for the 
transgressors” as He prayed and bore the sins of humanity. 
 
“Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they 
do.” -Luke 23:34a 
 
Though in its most specific sense, Jesus was speaking of those who 
were crucifying Him, in the larger sense, we can see how we all fall into 
that same camp of transgressors. The work of the Messiah – Jesus 
Christ – was made available to all transgressors. We can reach out 
and receive from Him the salvation that we all need. In the closing 
words of the Bible, we see this invitation extended to all who will 
come… 
 
“And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. 
And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”  
-Revelation 22:17b 

 
After going through a careful verse-by-verse and phrase-by-phrase 
analysis of Chapter 53, we should have an enhanced perception of the 
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astonishing precision of Biblical prophecy. The idea that this passage 
could be so perfectly fulfilled by anyone – and it be all by accident or 
coincidence – is too far-fetched to imagine. This passage in Isaiah was 
placed there as a prophetic anticipation of the Messiah’s coming as the 
Suffering Servant – the Savior and Redeemer of not only the Jews, but all 
mankind. There was only one figure who fulfilled this prophecy with 
incredible precision – of course, that being the Jewish Messiah, Jesus 
Christ. We see this recorded in vivid detail in the New Testament.  
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Conclusion 
 
In conclusion, the details within the prophecies of Isaiah 53 fit so precisely 
with – and only with – the actions of Jesus Christ.  The New Testament 
writers often referred to Isaiah 53 and other prophecies within Isaiah to 
support their conclusions that Jesus was the Messiah. The things they 
observed – the incredible fulfillments that they were eyewitness to – made 
it so clear to them that this man Jesus was the prophesied Messiah, that 
they were willing to go to their deaths for that conviction. Still today, those 
who consider the words of this prophecy – written over six hundred years 
before their fulfillment in Jesus Christ – find compelling evidence that He is 
the Messiah of Israel and the only way to God. 
 
The incredible detail and precision included in this chapter, which was 
eventually fulfilled many hundreds of years later in the arrival of Christ – 
and then recorded by several different eyewitness authors in the New 
Testament – demonstrates the Biblical text as being supernatural in origin. 
These passages, with great accuracy, anticipate One whose birth, life, and 
death were perfectly fulfilled hundreds of years later.  
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